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ACCOUNT. 

O  F    T  H  E 

Foundation,  Proceedings,  and  Saccefs, 

O  F    T  H  E 

SOCIETY  Eftabliihed  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in 
Foreign  Parts. 

HRISTIANITY  differd 
from  the  Jewip?  Religion,  as  in 
diverfe  other  Refpefts,  fo  partis- 
—  cularly,  that  it  was  not  to  be 
confined  to  one  People  or  Nation,  but  to  be 
PreacKd,  and  to  prevail  thro'  the  whole  World. 

Hence  our  Bleffed  Saviour  sCommiffion  w^Syintroduaim. 
to  go  teach  and  baptise  all  Nations.    Hence  the  Apo- 
ftles  foon  turned  to  the  Gentiles,  and  within  the 
firft  Century,  the  Gofpel  was  in  h^c£t  fpread 
to  the  then  reputed  Ends  of  the  Earth.     In  the 

B  f^K 


following  Ages  of  the  Church,  there  was  an  in-. 

defatigable  Induftry  in  the  Bilhops  and  Paftors. 

to  propagate  our  Holy  Faith  and  Worfliip  a- 

mong  the  Heathens  and  Infidels,  not  fearing  the 

Dangers  of  Perfccucion  and  Death.     Had  this 

Primkive  Zeal  continued,  the   Glorious  Work 

had   been  long  fince  accomplidied ,  God,   by 

profpering  fuch  Endeavours,  would  have  given 

bis  Son  the  Heathen  for  his  Inheritance,^  and  the  ut- 

mofi  Tarts  of  the  Earth  for  his  ToJfe/JIon. 

But  even  then,  theDifcovcry  of  a  new  World 
muft  have  opcn'd  a  new  Scene  :     It  is  now  more 
than  two  hundred  Years,   fince  Providence  di- 
reaed  us  to  the  Knowledge  of  Merica.     The 
Spaniards,  who  were  the  firft   Pofleflbrs  of  the 
SoMfkm  Parts,  did  profefs  a  Zeal  for  converting 
the  poor  Pagans  to   their  Catholick  Religion  5, 
feut  not  to  mention,  that  the  Corruptions  of  Po- 
ttery were  alraoft  as  grofs  as  the  Errors  of  Paga- 
tiifm  5  they  certainly  took  fuch  violent  Meafures, 
as  could  not  poffibly  perfwade  or  convince  any 
Rational  Creature.    For,  contrary  to  the  Gofpel 
Spirit  of  Meelqiefs  and  Charity,  they  ufed  all.  the 
Engines  of  Terror,  Force  and  Cruelty  5  in  fuch 
a  barbarous  Manner^  that  their  own  Authors  have 
made  grievous   Complaints  of  them,  and  the 
foor  Natives,  inftead  of  being  reconciled  to  the 

' :.  Ghri- 
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JChriftian  Religion,  muft  needs  have  received  tKc 
decpeft  Prejudice  and  Averfion  to  it. 

And  therefore,  when   the  Northern  Parts  of 
America  were  afterward  difcovered  by  the  Englijh^ 
and  fomc  little  Colonies  were  there  fettled  5  it 
<lid  foon  appear,  that  the  Spirit  of  the  Reformed 
Proteflanc  Religion  was  very  different  from  that 
of  the  Roman  Church.     For  here,  no  one  In- 
ftance  was  given  of  hunting  poor  Souls  into  a 
forc'd  Convcrlion,  or  of  putting   any  one    to 
Death,    or  to  any  manner  of  Torture,  for  the 
Sake  and  Name  of  Religion.  Thefe  fofcer  mild- 
er Ways  did  indeed  prevent  our  boafting  of  that 
great  Multitude  of  Converts  wherein  the  Tariffs 
gloried:  but  they  had  however  this  good  Effed:, 
that  they  left  thofe  barbarous  People  more  free 
and  unprejudiced,  and  fitter  to  receive  ihe  Im- 
preflions    of  Chriftian   Faith  and    Knowledge, 
whea  by  Degrees  they  fhould    be  made  upon 
them. 

^   2.  The  Settlement  of  the  Erwrl'S  in  thefe  ^.  _  ^ 
new  Parts  was  tor  many  Years  10  much  diltur-  ottrEngiifh 
t>ed  and  interrupted,  that  no  Progrefs  could  be  ^^'*"^'»''<^' 
made  in  converting  the  Indians^  and  hardly  any 
publick  Face  of  Religion  could  appear  within 
our  own  Plantations.     Indeed  after  the  violent 
Diflolution  of  our  Church  and  State  at  Howe, 
^herc  was  lome  Attempt  towards  the  promoting 
T'     ^  B  z  Chri- 
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Chnftianity  Jhroad  5  there  was  an  Ordinance  paf- 
fed  in  luly  1649. /or  the  promoting  and propa^atmg 
,fthe  Go/pel  ofjefus  Chrifi  in  New^England,  by  the 
ereainc-  a  Corporation   in  perpetual  Succeflion,  . 
to  be  caird  by  the  Name  of  the  (frefident  and 
Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Go/pel  in   New- 
England,  "  To  receive  and  difpofe  of  Monies  in 
"  fuch  Manner  as  ftiall  bed  and  principally  con- 
"  duce  to  the  Preaching   and  Propagating  the 
''  Goipel  amongft  the  Natives,    and    for   the 
"Maintenance   of    Schools    and   Nurfenes   of 
"  Learning  for  the  Education  of  the  Children 
*'  efthe  Natives  5  for  which  Purpofe,  a  general 
<'  Colkaion  was  appointed  to  be  made  in  and 
"through    all   the   Counties,    Cities,    Towns 
"  and  Parifties  of  England  and  Wales,  for  a  cha- 
"  ritable  Contribution,  to  be  as  the  Foundatioa 
"  of  fo  Pious  and  great  an  Undertaking..    Some 
Accounts  have  been  givcaof  th^  Converfionof 
the  Natives  upon  this  firft  Projeft,   by   thole 
who  were  immediately  concern  d  in  it.     After 
the  happy  Reftoration  of  Monarchy    and  the 
Church  of  England,  thtre  was  a  n«w  Spirit  given 
to^  thefe  good  Defigns  5  and  King  Charles  It  in 
the  4f/;  Year  of  his  Reign  1661,  was  gracioufly 
pleafed  to  Incorporate  feyeral  ^erjons  into  me  Society 
or  Comply,  for  Propagation-  of  the  Gojpel  in  New- 
Englaad  and  the  Tarts  adjacent  m  America,  by  an 

ex* 


exprefs  Charter,   importing,  Tht  hy  the  fms 
Z  Indujiry  of  certain  En^njh  Umfiers  of  the  Gof- 
pel    and  others  refiding  in,  or  near  the  Colomc.  and 
Plantations  in  New-England,  who  ha^'e  attamed  to 
Lak  the  Language  of  the  Heathen  KaUVes  m  thofe 
fX  and  hL%  their  TeacU'^and  Injlru^,.. 
Irouxht  over  many  of  than  rom  the  fomrs  of  Urh 
Iff- and  the  Kingdom  of  Satan,  to  the  KnoMge 
of  the  true  and  only  God,  and  to  an  ownng  andp^o- 
'iefmg  the  proteflant  (Religion,  by  vhch  a  Ivge  Dor 
of  Hope  is  opened  for  the  gknfymg  of  the  Havte    f 
ifusChrifty  and    the  further    Enlargement  of  h,s 
Church  -   And  it  is  now  ftt,  that  fame  due  and 
competent  froVtfm  be  made  to  lay  a  Foundalton  for 
the  educating,  clothing,  civil.^ng  and  mfiruElmg  the 
poor  Natives,  and  aljo  for  the  Support  and  Mamte- 
nance  of/uch  Uiniflcrs  of  the  Gofpel,  SchooUmafiers 
and  other  Inftruments,  as  haVe  been,  are,  or  Onll  be 
fet  apart  and  employed  for  the  carrytng  on    o  ptous 
and  Omfiiana  PTori  —  And  therefore,  bcrtgre- 
hived  not  only  to  Jeei  the  outward  Welfare  and  Tro- 
fperity  of  thofe  Colonies,  hut  mo,^  efpectally  to  endea^ 
your  the  Good  and  Salvation  of  their  immortal  Souls^ 
and  the  puMilhing  the  mofi  glorious  Gofpel  of  Lhnjt 
amonz  them-  and    to  encotirage  our  InVing  Sub- 
kasm  their  intended  Chanty  by  fnfficient  Authority, 
ind  ratmagefrom  Us  ...WeofourWrncctyfte- 
ty    and  for  the  further  propagation  cf  the  Gojpel  of. 
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Jefus  Chrijl  dmoii^  the  Heathen  Natives  --  do  or» 
clain^  conjYitute^  and  deilare  by  thc/e  [nefents^  that 
there  be^  and  for  eVer  hereafter  jhall  be,  within  thu 
our  I'{t>i^dom  of  V^glipdy  a  Society  or  Company  for 
^ropitgatton  of  the  Oojpel  i/i  New-England,  and  the 
^arts  adjacent  in  America  -—  to  he  one  'BodyCorpO" 
rate  and  Politique ,  to  have  Continuance  for  eVer  to 
than  and  their  Succcfjours  — -  trith  Tower  to  employ 
Goods,  Cl?atteti'^  Money  ^  and  Stocky  of  the  J  aid  Compa* 
ny  for  the  Promoting  and  Tropjgating  of  the  Go] pel ' 
oj  Chrijl  unto  and  amon^  the  Heathen  Natives,  in 
or  near  New-England,  and  Tarts  adjacent  in  Ame- 
rica 3  and  aljo  for  TSLonripnng^  Teaching  and  InflrU' 
Btiig  the  jaid  Heathen  Natives  and  their  Children,  not 
only  in  the  Principles  and  j^nov^ledge  oj  the  true  (/(e- 
ligion,  and  in  Morality,  and  the  IQiowledge  of  the 
Englijh  Tongue,  and  in  other  liberal  Arts  and  Sciences^ 
but  for  the  Educating  and  placing  of  them  or  their 
Children,  in  fome  Trade ^  Myflery^  oi'  lawful  Calling, 
rhefcgood  ^  ^.  Whatever  laudable  Care  was  taken  by 
cou>%7by  thele  Gentlemen  to  difcharge  the  Triift  repofcd 
^IIJ/^''^'^^'  in  them :  yet  they  could  by  no  means  anlwer 
the  Wants  of  all  our  Foreign  Plantations,  becaufe 
the  very  Ccmmi/fion  confin'd  them  to  New* 
England  and  the  Tarts  adjacent.  However,  this 
one  A(5t  of  Royal  Care  and  Authority  did  encou- 
rage feveral  Perfons  to  contribute  their  Advice 
-and  Affiftance^  to  the  carrying  on  this  charitable 
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and  honourable  Work.     In  particular,  the  ho- 
nourable Sir  Leolync  Jenkins^  in  his  laft  Will  and 
Tcftamcnt,  proved  the  ^th  of  KoVmbcr  1685, 
did  declare,  that  it  was  too  obvious  that  the  Ter/ons 
m  Holy  Orders  employed  in  his  Majcfiys  Fleets  at  Sea^ 
and  Foreign  Tlantations,  were  too  few  for  the  Charge 
and  Cure  of  Souls  arifmg  in  thofe  Fleets  andTlanta- 
tions  5  And  therefore  he  provides  that  two  additional 
Fellowp7ips  be  new  founded,   and  endowed  at  his  Cofi 
and  Charges,  in  Jefus  College  Oxford,  on  Condition 
that  the  faid  two  Fellows  refpefiively  and  their  re^ 
fpeFliVe  Succeffors  for  eVer  may  be  under  an  mdifpen" 
fable  Obligation  to  take  upon    them  Holy  Orders  of 
friejlhood  —  ard  afterward  that  they  go  out  to  Sea^ 
in  any  of   his   Majeftys  Fleets,  when  they  or  any  of 
them  are   thereto  fummoned  by  the  Lord  High  Ad- 
miral of  England  —  And  in  Cafe  there  be  no  Ufe  of 
their  Service  at  Sea,  to  be  called  by  the  Lord  'BiJl?op' 
of  London,  to  go  out  into  any  of  his  Majeftys  Fo^' 
reign  Flantations,  there  to  take  upon  them  the  Cure  of 

Souls,  and  exercife    their  Mmifterial  FunFlion 

reJerVing  to  them  as  full  Salaries  and  Allowances  as 
any  other  of  their  Degree  or  Capacity  is  to  enjoy,  not- 
withftandmg  their  Ab fence,  fo  long  as  it  ftoall  be  ei^ 
ther  in  the  Fleets  or  Flantations  aforefaid  — -  and 
vj'\t\\t\\c  farther  Encouragement  of  twenty  Tounds  a- 
Tear  a  piece  to  be  paid  to  the  faid  additional  Fellows, 
ifr  their  Order  refpeHiVely  while  they  an  and  pro  rata 


1 


I 


T 


0/  4he  time^of  their  being  aSlnally  in  either  of  the 
Ser^'iics  ajorefaul  This  was  a  good  and  viik 
hd:  of  Chancy,  and  is  worthy  to  be  recouimen- 
dcd  as  a  noble  Example  to  any  following  Foun- 
<lcrs  and  Benefadors  in  either  of  the  two  Uni- 
verHciesj  who  would  do  well  to  oblige  their 
Scholars  or  Fellows  to  beconr.e  Millenaries  for 
Propagating  the  Gofpel  abroad,  with  Support 
and  Reward  fuitable  to  their  ufeful  Service. 
Nothing  gives  fo  great  Power  and  Credit  to  the 
Popifh  Congregation  de  propaganda  Fide^  as  the 
NecciTicy  of -all  Novices  obeying  their  Superi- 
ourSj  when  and  wherever  they  are  called  and 
fent.  Our  Reformed  P^cligion  enjoyns  no  fuch 
blind  Obedience  5  but  the  EfFe6ls  of  it  would 
be  better  anfwered,  if  certain  Members  of  the 
Univerfiries  in  Holy  Orders  were  under  ibme 
ftatutable  Obligation  to  go  over  into  our  Fo- 
reign Plantations,  and  there  exercife  their  Mini- 
ftry,  under  the  Help  and  Diredion  of  the  pre- 
fent  Society,  But  among  the  Promoters  of  the 
good  Defign  of  that  firft  Corporation,  there  is 
a  juft  Praife  due  to  the  Governour  of  it,  the 
honourable  ^bert  %>Qyle  Efquire,  who,  by  his 
lall  Will  made  Jw/y  18.  \6^\^  declares,  That 
whereas  his  late  Majejly  l\ing  Charles  the  Second^ 
hadbyhts  /[jecial  Grace  and  Fu*^eur^  without  his  feek^ 
ing  or  /{jiQwledge.  been  pleafed  to  conflitute  him  CrO" 
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\^rnour  of  the  Corporation  for  fropagating  the  GoJ- 
pel  amongft  the  Heathen  Natives  of  New-England, 
and  other  Tarts  of  America,  and  had  thereby  given 
him  Opportunity  to  difcern  that  Work  to  he  unqueJH^ 
onably  (pious  and  Charitable.     He   does  therefore 
oyer  and  ahoVe  the  Sum  of  three  hundred  founds^ 
given  tmards  that  Tiety^  give   and  deVtje  the  Sum 
of  one  hundred  founds  more  to  the  faid  Corporation^ 
to  be  Jet  afide  and  employed  as   a  S  toe  i  for  the  <S^lief 
of  poor  Indian  Converts,  which  he  hopes  mil  proVe  of 
good  EffeB  for  the  Advancement  of  that  pious  Work — 
And  after  Debts  and  Legacies,   appointing  the 
^eftdue  of  his  Eft  ate  to  be  laid  out  ( for  want  of 
other   Direction)  to   charitable  Ufes  ,   he   does 
chiefly  recommend  unto  them  the  laying  out  the  greateft 
<Part  of  the  fame  for  the  Advance  or  ^Propagation  of 
the  Chriftian  l^eligion  amongft  Infidels  —  And  when 
by  a  Codicil  he  fettled  an  Annual  Salary  for  fomc 
Learjjed  DiVme  or  breaching  Minifter  for  eVer,  to 
pr    "h  Eight  Sermons  in  the  Year,  for  proving  the  Chri" 
ftia,.  Religion  againft  notorious  Infidels  3  he  does  re- 
quire that  the  faid  Preacher  j^^//  be  a/Jifting  to  all 
iompanies,  and  encouraging  them  in  anyUndertakjngjfor 
propagating  the  Chriftian  (^ligion  in  Foreign  Farts. 

We  m^y  farther  obferve,  That  the  Reverend 

Mr.   (Barnabas  Oley,  Vicar  of  Great   Gran/den  in 

Huntingdonfhire,  by  his  laft  Will  dated  2  8  May 

1 684,  did  grant  feveral  Lands  in  Truft  for  cha- 
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ritablc  Ufcs,  and  then  declares,  chat  If  there  he 
any   Dejign  of  planting   Chriftian  Faith  in  Foreign 
^arts  by  our  Sovereign  Lord  the  K^ng  his  Authori" 
ty^  and  the  Advice  of  the  ^ight  ^Verend  Hifhops  of 
this  Chunh^    according    to  the  DoSirine  and  t>ifci'^ 
fline  of  this  excellent  Church  of  England,  now  by  Lam 
and  Canons  eflahlifhty  then  this  is  a  fioHs  Ufe  to  which 
he  mould  and  will  haVe  his  Executor   to  contribute^ 
In  Purfuance  of  which  pious  Intention,  the  Re- 
verend Mr.  Samuel  Saywell^  B.  D.Redlor  of  S/ow- 
tefham  in  Huntingdonfhire^htvAg  otit  of  the  Tru-^ 
ftees  for  the  Eftate  of  the  laid  Mr.  O/ey  deceased, 
has  lately  fent  the  Sum  of  five  Pounds  for  this 
charitable  Ufe,  and  has  informed  the   Society, 
that  the  like  Suna  of  five  Pounds  {ball  be  con- 
tinued, and  yearly  paid  for  ever. 
rhMifor.      ^  4.  It  muft  be  acknowledged,  that  it  was  the 
tkntaJons.  Unhappinefs  of  New-England  and  the  adjoyning 
Tartly  to  be  firft  planted  and  inhabited  by  Per* 
fons  who  were  generally  difaffeded  to  the  Church 
by  Law  eftablifht  in  England^  and  had  many  of 
them  taken  Refuge    or   Retirement  in    thofe 
Parts,  on  Account  of  rheir  Suffering  for  Non- 
conformity here  at  home.     So  that    they  fell 
there  generally  into  independent  Congregations : 
and  there  was  no  Face  of  the  Church  of  England: 
till  about  the  Year  1 67^  ^  when  upon  queftion- 
ingthe  Charter  of  that  Country,  the  Lord  Bi- 
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fliop  ofLond^fty  upon  an  Addrefs  from  fcvcral  of 
the  Inhabitants  oi^oflon,  did  prevail  with  his  Ma- 
jefty,  that  a  Church  lliould  be  allowed  in  that 
Town,  for  the  Excrcife  of  Religion  according 

'  to  the  Church  oi  England -^  towards  the  Maince-   . 
nance  of  which,  his  late  Majefty  King  WtUUm  was 
pleafed  to  fettle  an  Annual  Bounty  of  one  hun- 
dred Pounds  a  Year,  which  is  ftill  continued, 

,    and  two  Minifters  are  now  fupported  in  it.     Se-  > 

veral  Ways  of  Divifion  and  Separation  did  fo 
much  obtain  in  other  of  our  Colonics  and  Plan- 
tations, that  this  made  it  more  neceffary  to  think 
of  providing  for  a  regular  and  orthodox  Mini- 
ftry  to  be  fent  and  fettled  amongft  them  j  to  re- 
move thofe  Prejudices,  under  which  the  People 
generally  laboured,  and  to  promote,  as  much  as 
po/fible,  an  Agreement  in  Faith  and  Worflbip, 
in  order  to  the  recommending  our  holy  Religi- 
on to  Unbelievers.  Endea  0  s 
5  5-  An  Order  of  King  and  Council  is  faid  to  torldrefiL 
have  been  made  to  commit  unto  the  Bifliop  Q{^i^f^t**ng^ 
Londmy  for  the  time  being,  the  Care  and  Pafto- 
ral  Charge  of  fending  over  Minifters   into  our 
l^oreign  Plantations,  and  having  thejurifdiftion 
of  them.     But  when  the  prefent  Lord  Birtiop  of 
London  W2kS  advancd   to  that  See  in    1675,  his 
Lordftiip   found  this  Title    fo   defcdive,    that 
little  or  no  Good  had  come  of  it.     For  it  being 
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left  to  fuch  as  were  concern  d  in  thofe  Parts  to 
provide  for  the  tranfporting  of  fuch  Minifters  as 
mould  be  appointed  or  allowed  by  the  Bifliop* 
there  was  fo  little  done,  that  when  his  £ord- 
fliip  enquired   how   the  leveral  Colonies  were 
provided,  he  found  there  were  fcarce  four  Mi- 
nifters of  the  Church  of  England  in  all  the  vaft 
Traft  of  America  J  and  not  above  one  or  two  of 
them  at  moft,  regularly  fent  over.      To  fupply 
this  fad  Defeft,  his  Lordfiiip  made  his  Propo&ls 
to  feveral  of  thofe  Places  to  furnifli  them  with 
Chaplains,  and  had  generally  an  Encouragement 
from  them  fo  to  do.     And  for  the  better  effe- 
a:ing  of  it,  his  LordQiip  prevailed  with  his  Ma- 
jefty  King  Charles  \L  to  allow  to  each  Minifter^ 
or  School-matter,  that  fliould  go  over,  the  Sum 
of  twenty  Pounds  for  his  Paflagej  which  Royal 
Bounty  bath  been  ever  fince  continued.     And 
Inftruftions  were  given  to  each   Governour  to 
admit  none  Authoritatively  to  ferve  any  Cure 
of  Souls,  or  to  teach  School,  but  fuch  only  as 
brought  over  the  Bifliop  of  Londons   Liccnfe 
with  them  :  And  as  a  farther  great  Favour,  it  was 
order  d,  that   from   that  time,   every   Minifter 
Ihould  be  one  of  the   Veftry  of  his  refpedive. 
Parifh.    Upon  this  they  built  Churches  general- 
ly within  all  their  Parifhes  in  the  Leeward  Iflands, 
and  in  Jamaica.     And  for  the  better  ordering 
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of  them,  his  Lordfhip  prevailed  with  the  King^, 
to  devolve  all  Ecccfiaftical  Jurifdidtion  in  thofe 
Parts  upon  him  and    his   Succeffoiirs,    except 
what  concern  d  Indiiftions,  Marriages,  Probate 
of  Wills,  and' Adminifttations,  which  was  con- 
tinued to  the  Governours  as  profitable  Branches 
of  their  Revenue.     And  for  their   better  En- 
couragement, his  Lordfhip   procured   from  his^ 
Majefty  the  Royal  Gift  of  a  fair  Bible,  Com- 
mon-Prayer-Book, Books  of  Homilies,  Articles 
and  Canons,  and  Tables  of  Marriages,  for  each 
Pariffi,   to  the  Value  of  about  twelve  hundred: 
Pounds.     At  that  time,  there  was  no  Church 
o(  England  M'miikQV  either  m^enfihania^  thcjer^ 
feySy  New-York^  or  New^England^  only  the  Chap- 
lain to  the  Fort  at  New-York^  officiated  in  thofcr  ^ 
Parts,    till  a  Church  (as   before  mentioned} 
was  opened  at  (Bojlony  and  foon  after  the  Peo- 
ple of  ^ad'Ifland  built  a  Church  to  the  fame 
Purpofc,  and  Colonel  Fletcher^  when  Governour 
of  New-Yorl^^  procured  the  Affembly  to  fet  out 
fix  Churches,  with  Allowances  from  forty  to- 
fixty  Pounds  a  Year,  for  the  Maintenance  of 
Mittiftcrs.      And  the  better  ta  accommodate 
the  refiding  Clergy,  there- was  Order  given  to- 
feveral  of  the  Governours  in  the  Irtands,  that  as 
Efcheats  fliould  fall  la  any  Parifli,  that  was  not 
oroyided  of  Manfe  and  Glebe-    fome  Pare  of 
'  thofe^ 
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AoFc  cfcheated  Lands  fliould  be  fettled  for  that 
pious  Ufej  though  this,  we  doubt,  has  hitherto 
had  very  little  Effeft.  When  the  State  of  Re* 
Jigion  began  thus  to  profper  in  our  Foreign 
Plantations,  then,  for  the  better  Order  and  En- 
♦creafe  of  it ,  the  Lord  Bifliop  of  London  did 
conftitute  and  appoint  the  Reverend  Mr.  James 
Jilair^  to  be  his  GommifTary  inVtrginia-j  and  did 
afterward  fend  over  the  Reverend  Dr.  Thomas 
^ray\  a^  his  Commiffary  to  Mary 'Land  ^  who 
being  affifted  by  the  generous  Contributions  of 
Her  Royal  Highnefs  the  Princefs  of  Denmark.^  (our 
prefcnt  Gracious  Queen  )  and  many  of  the  Nobi- 
lity, Gentry  and  Clergy,  did  fettle  and  fupport 
feveral  new  Minifters  in  that  Province,  and  did 
£x  and  furnifli  fome  Parochial  Libraries ,  and 
did  other  publick  Services,  of  which  he  Ijashim- 
felf  given  a  tru€  and  modeft  Account,  And  ta 
encourage  thefe  Endeavours,  a. private  Society 
was  form'd  to  nacet,  and  confult,  and  contribute 
toward  this  Progrefs  of  Chriftianity  in  Foreigti 
Parts.  ' 

^  6.  When  fo  good  a  Foundation  had  been 

'ittyfn^rpoy^^^y  it  was  time  for  publick  Authority  again  to 

n'ateHhyjQ  cfpoufc,  and  confimfl,  and  carry  on  this  good 

^    Work,  as  a  National  Concern,  and  a  Bleffing  to 

the  Chriftian  World,     And  therefoi;e  foon  afcer 

the  late  happvRevolution,when  our  GloriouiDcH- 
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rercr  King  William,  had  re/cued  the  Church  ofEn^ 
^land  and  the  Troteftant  Religion  from  extreme  Dan- 
gers  •  Ic  was  then  by  Divine  Providence  a  mora 
favourable  Opportuniiy  for  folliciting  and  pro- 
moting  thisblcffed  Defign  oi propagating  the  Go/- 
pel  more  effedually  in  Foreign  Pares :  And  accor- 
dingly,  in  this  happy  Jundure,  a  proper  Applica- 
tion was  made  by  the  Arch-Biftops  and  Bifliops- 
to  the  King,  who  accordingly  granted  a  Char- 
ter,  dated  1 6  June,  1 70 1 ,  for  the  EreSling  a  Cor-- 
poration  or  Society,  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gof-- 
pel  in  Foreign  (Parts^  importing,  that  his  Majefty 
*J  Being  credibly  informed,  that  .in  many  of  our 
^"  Plantations,  Colonies,  and  Fadories  beyond 
"  the  Seas,   the  Provifion  for  Minifters  is  very 
"  mean,  iind  fom£  of  them  are  wholly  deftitute 
"and  unprovided  of  a  Maintenance  for  Mini- 
mi fters,  and  the  publick  Worfliip  of  God  5  and 
"  for  lack  of  fuch  Support  and  Maintenance 
^'  many  of  the  Subjefts  of  this  Realm  do  want 
*^  the  Adminiftration  of  Gods  Word  and  Sa- 
il craments,  and  fcem  to  be  abandoned  to  Athe- 
'^  ifm  and  Infidelity  5  and  alfo  for  want  of  Lear- 
"  ned  and  Orthodox  Minifters  to  inftrud:  them. 
*Mn  the  Principles  of  the  true  Religion,  divers 
"  ^o"^ifl^  Pnefts  andjefuits  are  the  more  encou- 
^^  raged  to  pervert  and  draw  them  over  to  Po- 
"  pilli  Snperftition  and  Idolatry,     And  where- 
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'"  as  his  Majefty  thinks  it  is  his  Duty,  as  much  as 
"  in  him  lies,  to  promote  the  Glory  of  God,  by 
"  the  Inftruaion  of  his  People  in  the  Chriftian 
"  Religion  5  and  that  it  will  be  highly  conducive 
"  for  the  accompliiliing  thofe  Ends,  that  a  fuffi- 
''  cient  Maintenance  be  provided  for  an  Ortho- 
''  dox  Clergy  to  live   amongft  them,  and  that 
"  fuch  other  Provifion  be  made,  as  may  be  ne-  . 
"  cefTary  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel   in 
'^  thofe  Pares  —  And  whereas  his  Majefty  hath 
"  been  well  alTured,  that  if  he  would  be  graci- 
"  oufly  pleafed  to  eredt  and  fettle  a  Corporati- 
"  on  for  the  receiving,  managing,  and  difpofing 
"  of  the  Charity  of  his  loving  Subjects,  diverfe 
^'Perfons  would    be  induced    to  extend    their 
"  Charity  to  the  Ufes  and  Purpofes  aforefaid — 
*'  His  Majefty  for  thofe  Confiderations,  and  for 
"  the  better  and  more  orderly  carrying  on  the 
"  faid  charitable  Purpofes,  is  pleafed  to  ordain, 
"  conftitute,  declare  and  grant,  that  the  moft  Re- 
"  verend  Father  in  God  Thomas  Lord  ArchBifliop 
"  of  Canterbury  jZndJohnLovd  ArchBifliop  of  Ibr^, 
^^  Henry  Lord  Bifhop  of  London^  and  feveral 
^'  other  Lords  Spiritual  and  Temporal,  and  o- 
*^  ther  Perfons  of  the  Clergy  and  Laity,  to  the 
"  Number  of  about  Ninety,  therein  particular- 
"  ly  named,  and  their  Succeftours,  fhould  ever 
^^hereafter  be  one  Body  Politick  and  Corporate, 
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**  by  the  Name  of  the  Smety  for  the  J^roffagatim 
^'  of  thcGofpel  in  Foreign  Parts^  in  perpetual  Suo 
"  ceffion  5  who  fliall  be  able  to  purchafe  two 
^^thoLifand  Pounds  fer  Annum  Inheritance,  and 
"  Eftates  for  Lives  or  Years,  Goods  and  Chattels 
^*  of  any  VaUie  5  and  ftiall  have  a  common  Seal, 
"  and  yearly  meet  on  the  firft  Fridai  in  Fehru^ 
"  ary^  between  8  and  1 2  in  the  Morning,  to 
"  chufe  a  Prcfident,  one  or  more  Vice  Prcfi- 
^^  dents,  one  or  more  Treafurers,  two  or  more 
Auditors,  one  Secretary,  and  other  Officers 
for  the  Year  enfuing,  who  fliall  take  Oath  for 
*'  the  due  Execution  of  their  Office.  And  that 
^^  Thomas  Lord  Arch-Bifliop  of  Cmiterbury  be  the 
*'  firft  Prefident.  The  faid  Society  fliaU  meet  to 
"  tranfail  Bufinefs  on  the  third  Friday  in  every 
"  Month  or  oftner  if  need  be  5  and  at  fuch 
"  monthly  Meeting,  may  eleft  fuch  Members 
"  of  the  Corporation  as  they  fliall  fee  fit.  And 
''at  any  Meeting  on  the  ih:\t(i Friday  in  NoVem- 
"  her^  February^  May^  and  Augufi^  for  ever,  the 
"  major  Part  prefent  may  make  By-Laws, 
"  and  execute  Leafes  —  And  the  faid  Society  ac 
"any  Meeting  may  depute  fit  Perfons  to  take 
"  Subfcriptions,  and  colled  Money  contributed 
"  for  the  Purpofes  aforefaid  5  and  may  caufe  pub- 
**  lick  Notification  to  be  made  of  this  Charter  5 
*^and  fliall  yearly  give  account  to  the  Lord 
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^Chancellor  or  Keeper,  and  the  two  chief  Jufti- 
"  CCS   of  all  Money  received  and  laid  out. 
It  is  not  improper  to  recite  what  a  Reverend 
a,yfc.;./Sa- Prelate  has    taken  Occafion    to   obferve    that 
when  private  Perfons  had  laid  a  Scheme  of  this 
Nature,  then  "  To  make  the  Management  le- 
"  gal  and  fafe  under  Royal  proteftion,  and  to 
"  bring  in  more  to  aflift  in   the  Execution   of 
'^  that  which  was  too  great  for  a  fmall  Handful, 
^'  Application  was   made  to  his  late  Majefty, 
"  whofe  Memory  will  be  ever  glorious  among 
'^  us  let  fome  do  what  they  can  to  blemifli  it. 
"  He  very  readily  approved  of  it,  and  ordered 
"  a  Charter  for  making  them  a  Corporation. 
"  This  was  among  the  laft  of  the  publick  AcJli- 
"  ons  of  a  Life  that  had  been  all  employ  d  in 
*'  Defending  and  Securing  true  Rehgion,  both 
"  here  and  elfewhere.     It  was  fuitable   to  all 
"  that  had  gone  before,  that  towards  the  End' 
''  of  it,  he  (hould  give  Life  and  Authority  to  (o 
"  glorious  an  Undertaking. 
iPmce.^in^^s      §  7.  In  Puiluancc  of  this  great  Truft  and 
c/;/.c.5.c^.e7.pj.-^.j^g^^  the  Lord  Arch-Biftiop  of  Canterbury 

being  conftituted  the  firft  Prefident  (in  which 
Office,  by  the  unanimousVotes  of  the  Society,  his 
Grace  has  been  yearly  continued)  did  caufe  Sum- 
mons to  be  iffued   within  the  time  limited,  to 


the  ieverai  Members  to  meet  at  uich  Tiine  and 

Place 
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place  as  he  appointed  5  who  being  met,  did  ac- 
cordinly  chuk  Vice-Prefidents,  Treafurers,  Aii- 
dicors,  and  a  Secretary,  to  execute  and  continue 
in  their  refpeclive  Offices  till  the  third  Friday  in 
February  next  following  5  and  did  then  advance 
or  fubfcribe  a  prcfent  Sum  of  Money  among 
themfelves  to  defray  the  Expences  of  pafling 
their  Charter,  and  bearing  other  ncceflary  Char- 
ges, to  near  the  Sum  of  two  hundred  Pounds, 
In  fome  following  Meetings,  they  made  divers 
Rules  and  Orders  Tor  their  more  regular  Proceed- 
ing in  this  weighty  Bufinefsj  and  proceeded  to 
confider  of  the  moft  eflfeaual  Ways  and  Means 
to  obtain  Subfcriptions  and  Com  butions  fuffi- 
cient  to  carry  on  their  good  Hopes  and  De- 
figns.  It  was  foon  agreed,  that  it  was  proper 
for  themfelves  to  lead  the  Way  by  their  own 
Example:  Whereupon  many  of  the  Members, 
being  encouraged  by  the  generous  Example  of 
their  moft  Reverend  Prefident,  and  other  Bifliops 
then  prefent,  did  fubfcribe  every  one  a  yearly 
Sum,  to  be  paid  to  the  Treafurer,  for  thofe  pi- 
ous Ufes,  according  to  a  Form  of  Subfcripcion 
drawn  up  for  that  Purpofe.  And  foon  afcer 
they  fenc  out  their  Commi/fions  or  Deputati- 
ons to  feveral  Perfons  of  Figure  and  Incereftin 
their  refpedive  Countries,  as  conjlituted  and  ap- 
pointed by  them  to  take^SuhJcriptions^  and  to  colleB 

•  and 
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■^i  Hctm  A  and  eyery  Sum  and  Sum  of  Monef^ 
Zhuh  are,  or  (hall  be  fuhferM,  contr.huted,  s,Ve^ 
or  advanc'd  for  tU   <Purfofu  mnUoned   m    thetr 

6,  8    After   thefc  Preliminaries,  the  Society 
rX:;<..endeav'ourecl  to  gain  the  beft  Information  they 
could  of  the  pretent  State  of  the  Chnftian  Reh- 
eion  in  our  Amer\uv>x  Plantations,  and  did  hnd', 
Siat  in  fome  Places  it  was  fo  very  fad  and  de-  ^ 
plorable,  that  there  were  fcarcc  any  Footfteps  ot 
Relieion  to  be  f«n  among,  them ;  and  where 
therl  was  any  Sent  ot  it  Tefr,  the  People  had 
fent  very  mournful  Complaints  of  their  Want  of 
Minifters  to  inftrud,  affift,  and  guide  them  m  it. 
For  wlKreas  the  Biglf>  Colonies  m  Ammcw 
were  extended  twelve  hundred  Miles  m  Length 
upon  the  Sea-Coaft,  well  fettled  with  People,  un- 
der  Ten  feveral  Governmsnts.     In  feme  of  thefe 
theie  was.  yet  no  Manner  of  Provihon  of  Mini- 
fters, or  of  any  Support  for  them;^  and  in  all 
the  others,  much  fewer  than  the  publick  Service 
of  God,  and  the  Inftruaionof  the  People  did 

reafonably  require.  .     c     •  .    ^  i 

..rr     €j  9   Upon  this  Informauon,  the  Society  did 
""  ■     ^nqm?e  foJ  fuch   Perfons   in  Holy  Orders   a. 
would  cheerfully  undertake  to  go  oyer  into  thofe 
Plantations,  and  there  exercife    their  Miniftry 
iafijch  Places   .-.=  «cxc  beft  dilpo&d  to  receive 
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them :  And  for  their  Encouragement,  did  fup^ 
ply  them  with  Books  and  other  Neceflaries  to 
cany  with  them,  and  to  fubfift  them   in   their 
Voyage  3    with  ftated  Salaries  to  fupport  them 
in  their  itinerant  MifiTions  or  fettled  Stations,  to 
continue  at  lead  for  three  Years,  till  the  Inha- 
bitants  fliould  be  more  able  and  willing  to  make 
and  fettle  fome  legal  Provifion  for  them.     And 
the  Society  took  an   efpecial  Care,   that  fuch 
Minift«rs   only  fliould  be  fent  over,  who  were 
of  n  fober    and  exemplary  Life,  and   who  did 
feem  to  be  moved  with  a  Dcfire  of  undertaking 
fuch   an   Apoftolical  Work,    from  the    Princi- 
ples ofConlcience  and  true  Religion  5  and  who 
did  appear  truly  qualified  both  by  Temper,  and 
other  requifite  Endowments.     To  which  good 
Purpofe,  they  publifli^d  and  difpers'd  this  Paper 
of  Requeft  and  Advice  to  all  Perfons :    "  The 
"  Society  ereited  by  Royal  Charter,  for  the  Pro- 
''  pagation  of  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign  Parts,  taking 
*'  into  ferious  Confideration    the  abfolute  Ne- 
"ceflky  there   is,  that  thofe  Clergymen  who 
^'  fliall  be  fent  abroad,  fliould  be  duly  qualified 
"  for  the  Work  to  which  they  are  appointed,  de- 
«  fire  that  all  Perfons,  who  fliall  recommend  any 
"  tothat  Purpofe,  willteftifie  their  Knowledge  as 
« to  the  following  Particulars.  Vt:^  I.  The  Age 
^  of  the  Perfon,     II.  His  Condition  of  Lite, 
^-  ^'wher- 
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"  whether  fmgle  or  married.     III.  His  Temper. 
"IV.  His   Prudence.     V.  His  Learning.     VI. 
"  His  fober  and  pious  Converfacion.    VH.  His 
'^  Zeal  for  the   Chriftian  Religion,   and   Dili- 
'■'  gence  in  his  Holy  Calling.     Vni.  His  AfFe- 
"  a:ion  to   the  prefcnt   Government.  ^  JX.  His 
^^'  Conformity  to  the  Doctiine  and  DilcipHne  of 
"  the   Church  of  Englarl     And  the  faid  Soci- 
"  ety  do  recjueft  and  earneftly  bcfeech  all  Per- 
"  fo'ns  concern'd,  that  they  recommend  no  Man 
"out   of   Favour  or  Affedion,  or    any  other 
"  worldly  Confideration,  but  with  a  fincere  Re- 
"  gard  to  the    Honour  of  Almighty  God  and 
"  our  Bleffed  Saviour,    as  they  tender  the  In- 
*'  cereft  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  and  the  Good 
"  of  Mens  SouliJ.     This  ftrid  Care  and  Cau- 
tion has  had  fuch  a  Blefling  of  God  upon  it, 
that  moft  of  the  Miffionarics  have  obtained  in 
thofe  Parts  a  very  good  Report  from  the  Go- 
vernours  and  People,  particularly  the  Honoura- 
ble the  Lord  Cornbury^  a  great  Friend  and  Patron 
ofthefe  good  Defigns,  in  a  late  Letter,  ispleafed 
to  fay,  That  ^  to  the  Mintflers  who  are  fettled  at 
New-York,  Jamaica,  Hampftead,  Weft-Chefter, 
and  Rye,  he  mufi  do  them  the  Juflice  to  Jay^  that  they 
ha'Ve  hehayedthemfehes  with  great Zeal^exemplaryTietyy 
and  unwearied  Diligence ^  in  dif charge  of  their  Duty 
in  their  feVcral  farijhesj  in  which  his  Lordp7ip  hopes 

the 
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th  Church  will  hy  their  Vilig^nce  he  encrea/ed  more 
and  more  eVery  Day,     And  Colonel  Heathcot,  in 
a  late  Letter  dared  from  the  Manoiir  of  Scar/dale, 
within  the  fr,me  Province  of  New-York^,  NoVem" 
her  p.  1705,  doesaiViire,  "That  he  mull  do  all 
"  the  Gentlemen  that  Juftice,  whom  the  Society 
^^  have  fent  to  that  Province,  as  to  declare,  that 
"  a  better  Clergy  were  never  in  any  Place,  there 
"being  not  one  ampngft  them   that   has    the 
"  leaft  Stain  or  Blemifh  as  to  his  Life  or  Con- 
"  verfation.    .  And  tho'  he  is  not  an  Eye-witncfs 
"  to  the  A6tions  of  any,  fave  thole  in  his  own 
"  County  3  yet  he    omits   no  Opportunity  of 
"  enquiring  into  their  Behaviour,    both  of  the 
"Friends   and  Enemies   of    the    Church 5   and 
"  they  all  agree  in  the  good  Charafter  of  them, 
"  and    that   they  ufe  their  bed   Endeavours  to 
"  gain  over  the  People,  ^c. 

§   10.  To  make  cheir  good  Defigns   bett:erT/;c»v^D^^^^^ 
known  to  the  World,  five  hundred  printed  Co- Zifi^Z 
pies  of  the  Charter  (at  the  voluntary  Charge  of 
the  Prefident)  were  publifhed  and   diftributed 
amongft  the  Members,  to  be  communicated  by 
them  to  their  Friends  and  Correfpondents.  Then    - 
the  Lord  Bifliop  of  London  was  defired  to  im- 
part to  the  Society,  an  Account  of  the  Miniftcrs 
and  Churches  within  the  EngUp?  Plantations  in. 
t\it  We  ft 'Indies  y  and  their  prefent  Circumftance., 

which. 
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which  was  accordingly  done  by  his  Lordfliip,' 
And  it  was  farther  defir'd,  that  all  the  Members 
fliould  endeavour  to  procure  the  beft  Informa- 
tion they  could  of  the  State  and  Condition  of 
the  Churches  in  Foreign  Parts.     And  fuch  Ap- 
plication was  made  to  other  proper  Perfons  for 
Intelligence ,  that  within  few  Months,  the  So- 
ciety  were  much  obliged  by  Colonel  Morris  of 
Eafl'Jerfey,  with  a  Memorial,  relating  to  the  State 
of  Religion  in  both  the  yer/ej5,  and  (Philadelphia: 
By  Colonel  Dudley,  Governonr  of  New-England^ 
with  a  full  Account  of  the  prefent  State  of  Chri- 
ftianity  in  all  the  Colonies  of  North- America ;  By 
Mr.  George  l<^ith,    with  a  Letter  to  the  Secreta- 
ry, about  the  State  of  Qiiakerifm  in  Tenjthania: 
By  the  Lords  Commi/Tioners  of  Trade  and  Plan- 
tations, with  a  Letter  to  the  Lord  Arch-Bifhop 
of  Canterlury,  concerning  the  ConverCon  of  the 
five  Natiorrs  of  the  Indians,  &c.     And  to  give 
the  World  fome  Account  of  the  Defigns  of  the 
Society,  and  to  invigorate  the  Profecution  of 
them,  there  was  drawn  up,  An  Account  of  th  TrC" 
fagation  of  the  Go/pel  in  Foreign  Tarts -^  reprefen- 
ting   what    the  Society  EJlablip'd  in   England   hy 
tl(0yal  Charter  haVe  dom  in  her  Maje/iys  flantations. 
Colonies,    ajid   FaHories  •     As    alfo  what  they  dejtgn 
to  do  upon  farther  Encouragement  from  their  own 
Memkrs^  and  other  well  difpo/ed  Chrijiians^  either  hy 
;  Annual 
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Annual  Suhfcriptions^  pre/ent  (BenefaBkns]  or  future 
Legacies,  And  in  a  Court  held  at  St.  Martins 
Library  February  4.,  lyo^j.lt  was  "  Refolv'd, 
*^  That  the  Thanks  of  this  Society  be  given  to 
*^  the  Reverend  Mr.  Stubs,  for  the  great  Care 
and  Pains  he  has  taken  in  preparing  the  new 
Account  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Society* 
Which  Account  was,  [>y  Order  of  the  Society, 
printed  in  a  fingle  Sheet. 

§»  X 1  •  To  make  their  Enquiries  more  cffe-  ^Jl's^ 
(5i;ual,  they  fent  over  the  Reverend  Mr.  George  ^i 
tsjithy  SiS  a  travelling  Miffionary  into  thofe  Parts, 
who  kept  a  Journal  of  his  Travels  and  Labours^ 
now  publifh'd  by  him. 

After  this  and  other  agreeable  InformationSj; 
the  Society  proceeded  to  encreale  their  Fund  in 
fomc  better  Proportion  to  their  great  Occafions. 
They  invited  in  feveral  new  Members  of  Abi* 
lity  and  Inclination  to  do  good.  They  orde- 
red feveral  Subfcription-Rolls  to  be  delivered 
to  their  chief  Members,  to  continue  in  theit 
Cuftody,  in  order  to  procure  and  receive  parti-* 
cular  Bencfadions.  They  defir'd  all  their 
Members  who  were  Minifters  and  Inhabitant!' 
of  the  City  of  London^  to  apply  themfelves  to 
the  eminent  Merchants  of  the  faid  City,  efpeci-* 
ally  fuch  of  them  as  traded  into  the  Plantations^ 
and  folicic  them  Co .  promote  this  pious  Defign, 
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And  they  took  all  juft  Opportunities  of  mum. 
fn7thei7  Thanks  to  their  chief  Friends  and  Bc- 
neW:  AS  in  particular,  The  Thanksof  the 
Sode  V  was  given  to  Colonel  Francis  NMfon, 
GoSo-  ompnl.,  for  the  g«at  Services  h. 
had  done  towards  the  Propagation  of  the  Chn- 
ftian  Religion,   and  the  Eftablifliment  of  the 
Church  of  Ensland  in  the  plantations ,  .i^d  par u- 
cularlv   for  his  having  contributed  io  largely  , 
towards  the  Foundation  of  many  Churches  along 
the  Continent  of  north-Amenca.  ,    .         , 

^  I  i.We  muft  notforget,that  under  thehappy 
Infliience  of  King  ^il/iW.  Reign, -a  very  NoWe 
Defign  was  laid  of  ereding  and  endowing  a  Col- 
leae  in  Firginia,  for  Profeffors  and  Students  m 
Academical  Arts  and  Sciences    for  a  contimul 
Seminary  ef  learning  and  Religion.     A  ftately 
Fabrick  was  raifed  for  that  Purpokj  a  Royal 
Charter  was  given,  withample  Immunities  and 
Privileges,  and  a  pubUck  Fund  was  allotted  for 
the  Eni^ment  of  it,  and  a  Preiident  appointed 
^vith  an  honourable  Salary  C^c.  and  '"  Honour 
of  the  Founders,  it  was  called  Jto'  and  Mary 
«7ollege.     But  fuch  are  the  Difficulties  attending 
every  preat  Defign,  that  it  could  not  be  furniflit 
with  Profcffors  and  Students,  nor  advance   it 
felf  above  a  Grammar-School,  before  the  whole 

College  was  unfortunately  deftroy  d  by  Fire. 
--—D-  -  itas 
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*rhls  was  but  one  Inft^ncc  among  nlany  others,^ 
of  the  Royal  Favour  and  Bounty  (hewn  to  the 
Foreign  Plantations    by  their   Majefties    King 
William  and  Queen  Mary.     A   Bifhop    of  6ur 
Church  gives  this  Account  of  her  Majefty'sZeal 
and  Affection  in  this  Caufe.     She  tool^particular  BijhopofSx^ 
Methods  to'kmll  informed  of  the  State  of  our  Pl'in''l'^'^f'^^^f„^ 
tations  3  md  of  thofe  Colonies  that  m  hdye  among 
Infidels.     (But  it  was  no  fmall  Grief  to  her^  to  hear 
that  they  were  hut  too  generally  a  ^proach  to    the 
(l(eligion    by  which  they  were    named,    (I  do  not 
fay^  which  they  profefled  3  for  many  of  them  fcem 
fcarce'  to  profefs  it. )   She  gaVe  a  willing  Ear  to  a 
<PropoJition  that  was  made  for  ereBi?tg  Schools^  and 
the  Founding  of  a  College  among  them.     She  conft" 
dered  the  whole  Scheme  of  it,  and  the  Endowment 
which  was  defired  for  it.     It  ivas  a  Noble  one^  and 
was  to  rife  out  of  fome  (Branches  of  the    ^Venue, 
which  made  it   liable  to   ObjeBions,     (But  pe  took. 
Care  to  confider  the  whole  Thing  fo  welly  that  fhe  her    * 
felf  anfwered  all  ObjeBions^  and  efpoufed  the  Matter 
with  fo  a0eBi&nate  a  Concern,  that  fj)e  prepared  it 
for  the  J^ng  to  fettle  it  at  his  Coming  oVer.     She 
knew  how  heartily    he   concurred  in    all  Dejtgns  of 
.    that  Nature,     Nor  indeed  could  any  thing  inflame 
her  more,  than  the  frofpeB  of  fetting  (S^ligion  for^ 
ward,  efpecially  where  there  were  Hopes  ef  working 
upm  Infidels^  • 
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It  was  fotnc  farther  Glory  to  that  llcig»^ 
that  the  King  granted  Letters  Patent  for  fettling 
a  Pcnfion  on  a  Minifter  and  Schoolmafter  in 
'^etijtlyania,  and  commanded  a  Set  or  Service  of 
Communion  Place,  to  be  fent  as  his  Royal  Pre- 
fenr  to  the  Church  in  NetP-Vorki 

§  \l.  Upon  the  happy  Acceflion  of  her  prcfent 
t^^^^Majcfty  to  the  Throne,  this  Work  of  propa- 
gating the  Golpel  in  Foreign  Parts  had  a  new 
Life  and  Vigour  put  into  it.  An  Addrefs  was 
immediately  made  to  her  Majcfty  by  the  Pre-] 
fident,  Vice-Prefidents,  and  the  reft  or  the  Mem- 
bers of  the  Society,  wherein,  after  "  condoling 
*'  with  her  Majefly  for  the  great  Lofs  fuftained 
*'by  the  Death  of  the  late  King  of  glorious  Me^] 
"  mory,  the  Founder  of  this  Society,  they  pro-^ 
^^  ceed^d  to  exprefs  their  great  Joy  and  Satisfa- 
**  iSion  to  fee  a  Princefs  of  fuch  lUuftrious  Piety 
"  and  Virtue,  advanced  to  the  Throne  of  her 
*^  Royal  Anceftors—  as  well  for  promoting  a 
"glorious Reformation,  and  thereby  an  happy 
*^  Union  at  home,  as  for  propagating  the  Chri- 
**  ftian  Faith  in  all  he^  Majefties  Dominions  a- 
"  broad.  Which  great  Work  of  propagating  the 
**  Chriftian  Religion  being  that  with  which  they 
"  have  the  Honour  to  be  particularly  entitled,  they 
"  declare  themfelves  deeply  fenfible  of  the  Obli- 
"  gation  they  have  to  her  Majefty,  for  hcu  Prince- 
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^^  ly  Beneficence  to  it,  when  it  was  firft  under- 
"  taken  and  carried  on  by  a  private  Society  — 
"  They  profefs  an  entire  Affurance  of  her  Zeal 
"  for  the  Publick  Good,  and  that  they  are  indu- 
*^  ced  to  believe  that  her  Majefties  Government^ 
"  being  thus  founded  on  Religion  and  Juftice, 
"  cannot  fail  of  a  Blefling  from  Heaven  upon 
«  all  her  Undertakings.  To  which  her  Majefty 
was  pleafed  cq  give  this  Gracious  Anfwer : 

IJhall  he  always  ready  to  do  my 
Tart  towardsPromoting  and  E«- 
6  our  aging  fo  good  a  Work. 

§  14.  Under  this  Ft6ud:iot\  and  Favour  ^^^^[Tff 
her  moft  excellent  Majefty,  the  Society  wentJnrC 
on  with  greater  Courage  and  Cheerfulnefe,  to 
profecute  their  laudable  Defigns.  And  to  fpread 
the  Knowledge  of  their  Inftitution,  and  Defign, 
they  ordered  an  Abftrad  of  their  Charter  to  be 
drawn  up  and  printed,  with  a  brief  Account  of 
their  good  Intentions  to  anfwer  the  Truft  anxl  the 
Powers  of  it.  They  then  publiflied  another 
fliort  Paper,  entituled,  The  ^equejl  of  the  Society 
for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  m  Foreign  Tarts, 
concerningfit  J^inifters  to  be  fent  droadfor  that  good 
Fur^ofe  ^  wherein  chey  take  Occafion  to  fay^  That 

they 


thev  have  already  not  only  laid  the  Foundation, 
but  made  confidcrable  Progtefs  in  their  pious 
Defian:  Having  fent,  befides  Books  and  other 
Thin-s,  feverafMinifters  ot  the  Church  of  £«- 
crto^to  her  Ma jefties  Dominions  and  Colonies  m 
The  Wefl'hdies.     But  underftanding  by  Letters 
fince  ^me  from  thence,  that  there  is  great  need 
of  many  more,  to  inftrud  the  Indians,  and  luch 
E,M  as  live  among  them,  or  ijear   them,  in  , 
the  Principles  of  the  Chriftian  Religion  5  to  ad- 
minifter  the  Word   and  Sacraments,  and  per- 
form all  fuch  Offices  as   are  neceflary  to  the 
Siippoit  and  Furtherance  of  the  Gdpel  m  thole 
Pares.     They  therefore  agreed,  "  TRat  all  the 
"  Bifliops  of  the  Realm,  who  are  Members  ot 
"the  Society, Oiould  beeameftly  dcfiredto  re- 
«  commend  it  to  their  Arch-Deacons  and  their 
"Officials,  that  publick  Notice  may  be  given 
<'  in  their  next  Arch-Diaconal  V>fitations,  that 
"  fuch  Clergy  Men  as  have  a  Mind  to  be  em- 
"  ployed    in  this   Apoftolical  Work,  and  can 
«  bring  fufficient  Teftimoniats,  that  they  are  du- 
"lyquahfied  for  it,  may  give  in  their  Names  to 
"  their  refpedive  Bifliops,  to  be  communicated 
"  by  them  to  the  Society,  in  order  to  fending  them 
«  to  fuch  Places  as  have  mod:  Need,  and  where 
« they  may  therefore,  by  God's  BlelCng  and  Affi- 
«  ftflnre/domoftGood.  Andif  any  ftiall  be  fent  to 
-" »  •  "plaees. 
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*^  Places,  where  there  is  not  a  fufficient  Maintc- 

'  nance  already   fettled ,  the  Society  will  take 

"  Care,  that  they  may  have  not  only  a  com- 

"  petent  Subfiftance,  but  all  the  Encouragement 

"  that  is  due  to  thofe  who  devote  themfelves?  to 

"  the  Service  of  Almighty  God  and  our  Saviour, 

"  by  propagating  and  promoting  his  Gofpel  in 

"  the  Truth  and  Purity  of  it,  according  to  the 

"  Doftrine,  Difcipline,   and  Worfliip  eftablifli-    • 

"  ed  in  the  Church  of  England. 

^^  ^  15.  Under  this  Care  of  recommending  and ^7J;;^;^'>' 

encouraging  fit  and  worthy  Perfonsj     feveral/ew^ 
Divines  and  other  Students  ofFer'd  their  Service 
to  the  Society  3  and  thofe  of  them   who  were 
found  to  have  the  beft  Characters,  and  the  great- 
eft  Abilities,  were  received,  and  employed,  and 
fupported  to  their  full  Satisfaction.      Mr.  Ta* 
tricky  GourdoUy  was  fent  a  Miffionary  to  New-York^ 
with  ^   competent  Allowance  of  Fifty  Pounds 
per  Annum,  or  more  if  the  Society  fliould  think 
„    ^    Mr.  John    (Bartow,   to    Weft-Chefler  in  the 
la/      "^^-ovince,  with  Fifty  Pound  ^er  Annum,  and 
a  benevolence   of  Thirty  Pound.     Mr.  Samud 
Thomas  to  South-Canlina,  with  the  yearly  Sup- 
port of  Fifty  Pound,  with  Ten  Pound  to  be 
laid  out  in  Stuffs,  for  the  Ufe  of  the  wild  Indiam 
i  in  thofe  Parts  of  South-Carolina,  where  the  faid 
Mr,  Thomas  was  to  refide^  and  twenty  Pounds 

for 
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for  his  farther  Encouragement.  Mr.  John  Talbot} 
Reftor  bf  St.  Marys  in  Jiurlington  in  Kew-Jtr^ 
fey^  was  allowed  to  be  an  Itinerant  Compani- 
on and  Affiftant  to  the  Reverend  Mr.  George 
Kjith,  in  his  Mi/fion  and  Travels,  with  an  Al- 
lowance of  fixty  Pound  per  Annum.  Mr.  John 
Srooi,  was  appointed  to  ferve  at  Shrewsbury ,  Am^ 
hoy,  Eli^aheth-Town,  and  Freehold  in  Eaji-Jerfeyy 
and  was  fupported  by  an  Annual  Penfion  of 
Fifty  Pound.  Mr.  tVilliam  Barclay,  the  Church 
of  England  Miniftei:  at  !Braintree  in  New-England, 
had  an  Annual  Encouragementof  Fifty  Pound, 
and  a  Gratuity  of  Twenty  five  Pound  for  pre- 
fent  Occafions-  Mr.  Henry  Nichols  was  fettled 
as  Minifter  in  Uplands  in  Tenfihania ,  with  an 
Allowance  of  Fifty  Pound  per  Annum  from  the 
Society.  Mr.  Thomas  Crawford  at  DoVer-Hundred 
in  the  fame  Province,  had  a  like  Annual  Al- 
lowance of  Fifty  Pound,  and  Mr.  Andrew  ^d-- 
fnan,  had  a  Reward  given  to  him  for  the  Sup- 
ply of  Oxford  or  Franckjort  in  the  the  fame 
Country.  Mr.  James  Honyman  was  fent  to  S^orfe- 
JJlandy  with  the  Affiftance  of  Thirty  Pound  per 
Annum.  Mr.  William  Ur^uhart  was  fix'd  at  Ja^ 
maica  in  Long^Iflandy  with  a  Salary  of  Fifty  Pound 
per  Annum,  and  Mr.  John  Thomas  at  Hampflead 
in  the  fame  Ifland,  with  the  fame  Support.  The 
Reverend  Dr.  Lejau  wa^  fent  to  Goofe-creek,  in 


'South'Cdr9lina  ( where   Mr.  Stackhoufe  had  bccei 
before  .tppointed  and  fupported  by  the  Society ) 
n'ich  an  honourable  Allowance  of  Fifty  Pounds 
yearly,  and  rwciity  five  Pounds  for  his  Charges 
m  tranfporting  himfelf  and  Fatnily.  Bcfides  "Hcfe, 
the  Sociey  "have  fenc  the  Reverend  Mr.  Q{nfs  to 
^NcW'CaJlk  in  (Pcnjitvania^  the  Reverend  Mr.  Mackr 
e}i;^y  to  Staten-IfJcmd    m  New-Tori^   and -fcvf ral 
other  Mi/Ttonaries.     And    co  make  them  the 
more  ealic  and  cheaful  in  theit  Undertaking  this 
Miffion  3  the    Society  have  made  it  a  Rule  and 
Pradice,    <th'ac    one  whole  Years  Salary    fliall 
be  afcertained  to  each  Miffionary ,  (or  his  Aflig^is) 
living  or  dying  3  and  oneMoiety  of  it  pakl  in  Haixl. 

And  whereas  the  Reverend  Mr,  Jackson,  a  pain- 
ful Minifter  in  Newfouml-lamly  had  gone  upon 
a  MiflTion  into  thofc  Parts,  with  a  Wife  and  Etght: 
Children,:  upon  the  Encouragement  of  a  private 
Subfcription  of  Fifty  Pound  fer  A,imm  for  three 
Years  3  when  his  Time  expired,  and  that  Bene- 
faiSion  ceas'd,  to  encourage  him  to  continue  in 
a  Place  where  he  did  great  Service,  the  Society 
fent  him  Thirty  Pounds  for  a  prefenc  Benevor 
lence,  and  ordered  fifty  Pounds  fer  Annum  to  be 
afcertaincd  to  him   for  Three    Years  more^  to 
come.     And  it  muft  be  obferved,  that  befides 
.  the  ftated  Salaries  allow'd  to  all  our  Miffiona- 
iries,  to  encourage  and  aflift  them  in  their  Stu- 
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dies,  a  Prefent  of  Books,  ( chofai  out  of  air  ap^ 
proved   Catatoguc)    to    the    Value    of   Ten 
Pound,  was  made  to  every  one  of  them,  for  the 
life  of  themfclvcs  and    their  Succeflors ;   and 
another  Parcel  of  fmall  Trafts  and  Papers  upon 
Divine  and  Moral  pra^ical  Subie<as,  to  the  Va- 
lue of  five  Pounds,  in  like  Manner  to  each  of 
them  .to  be  freely  diftributed  annongtheit  Peo- 
Die  and   Neighbours  in  thofe   Foreign  Parts; 
which  ufeful  Prefents  of  Books  and  Papers  hav«r 
not  been  confind  to  our  Miffionaries  oiijy  j  but 
have  been  frequently  given  to  any  Mmifters  and 
Chaplains  who  have  been  going  abroad  upon 
any  other  Foot,  into  our  Faaorics,  Colonies, 
or  Plantations.     To  whom  likcwifc,  upon  Oc 
cafion,  fome  pecuniary  Gifts  have  been  fcafon- 
ably  prefented  j  fuch  as  Thirty  Pound  fbr  a  Gra- 
tuinr  to  Ur.Tyliard  going  tof5«m«:  Twenty 
Pound  to  Mr.  Eburne  a  Minifter  of  the  Ifle  of 
Shoah.  Twenty  Pound  to  Mr.  h^ccjueen,  tor  his 
Encouragement  in  his  Voyage  to  Mary-Land 
going  thither  by  the  Dircftions  of  the   Lord 
liOiop  of  London.     To  Mr.  John  Sharp -Thirty 
Pound  for  his  good  Services  in  Eafi-Jer/ey.  To^ 
Mv.  (Robert  Jf^lth    in  Uary-Land    ^tn  Pound. 
To  the  Reverend  Mr.  Gijford  and  other  Mini- 
fters  in  ^«tegod,Twenty  Pound  j  and  fevcral  other 
Sums  to  feveral  other  Perfons. 


3.    


5  1 6.  The  Society  have  taken  Care  not  on-or^/o, 
ly  for  the  prefenc  Subfiftance,  and  comimied  oT*^''^ 
Support  of  their  Miffionarics  j  bur  cfpecially 
for  their  pious  and  fober  Deportment  in  their 
refpedive  Stations  abroad.  And  therefore  they 
not  only  required  the  ftri^aeft  Teftimonials  of 
their  Jge^  Condition^  Temper ^  TruJence^  Leanwi^^ 
Sobriety^  Tietyj  &c.  according  to  a  Form  prefcri- 
bed  ^  and  fent  a  folemn  ^quejl  to  all  ^Ifiops 
and  Arch-Deacons^  to  recommend  none  but  luch 
as  were  duly  qualified  5  but  they  likewife  drew 
up  a  Paper  of  tnftruEiiom  for  the  Clergy  employed 
by  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in 
Foreign  ^arts :  Wherein  they  give  them  proper 
Rules  of  Behaviour.  L  Upon  their  Admijpon  by 
irhe  Society.  II.  Upon  their  going  on  Board  the  Ship 
defignd  for  their  J^^ffage.  III.  •  Upon  their  Arrival 
in  the  Country  whither  they  flxall  be  fent.  Ptf'Ji, 
With  ^fpeEl  to  themfehes.  Secondly ^  With  ^efpeSl  to 
their  Parochial  Cure,  And  Thirdly y  With  ^fpeH  to 
the  Society :  with  a  Scheme  or  Method  of  keeping, 
I.  A  Notitia  Parochialis  to  be  made  by  each  Mini^ 
fier  foon  after  his  Acquaintance  with  his  Teople^  and  \ 
kept  by  him  for  his  own  Ea/e  and  Co^nfort^  as  well 
as  the  'Benefit  of  his  Tarijhioners.  II.  Notitia  Pa- 
rochialis 5  or  an  Account  to  be  fent  home  eVery  fix 
Months  to  the  Society  by  each  Mmifter^  concerning  the 
Spiritual  State  of  their  refpeBiVe  Tarijhes.     The     . 
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Society  have  called  fot  fuccefllve   Account?  of 
their  Miffionaries  conforming  themfelves  to^thefc 
Mruaions :.  and  whenever  they  hear   oir  any 
Mifdemeanour  or  Oiameful  Neghgencc  in  their 
Mifli-on^  they  exprefs  their  Difpleafure,  and  wich^ 
draw  their  Bounty.     As  for  Inftance :  When  In- 
formation was  brought  oveiv  that  Mr..  K  lent 
to  Lon^-Ifland  in.  the  Goyernmenc  of  Km^lork, 
had  been  guilty  of  fome  Scandals  and  Offen*- 
ces  in  thofe  Parts  j.  the  Society  oordered  that  the   ' 
laid  Mr.H.  (hould  be  fortkwith.  difcharged  of 
any  Depcndance.  or  Allowance  from  the  Society.. 
But  when  by  Report  made  by  the  Governour 
himfelf,.  the  Honourable  'LqxA. Cornhury^  he  had 
cleared  himfelf  of  thofe  malicious  Afperfions 
formerly  caft  upon  him  3  he  was  again  received 
and  fupported..  - 

§  17.  The  Society  have  taken  farther  Care 
to  extend  their  Charity  and  Bounty  to  all  pro- 
per Gbjeds,  and  upon  all  fuitable  Occafions,, 
that  might  any  Way  contribute  to- their  general 
Deficrn..  They  have  fenc  Tokens. of  their  Re- 
fpe(5?to  the  Dutch  Miniftcrs  oi Albany^  to  encou- 
rage them  m  their  Services  among  the  Indians, 
They  have  eftabliflied  a  Catechift  at  Kew^lLorky 
for,  the  Benefit  of  Converts  and  Novices  in  the 
ehriftian  Religion,.  They  have  allowed  a  Sa- 
lary, to  Mr.  Ckator.  a  SchoolrMafter  at  ^e^  in. 


tR«  Province  of  New-York.     They    have  bortr 
the  Charges  of  a  ^oyal  Patent  for  a  Minifter  and 
School-Maftet  at  J^hilad^lphia  in  fenjilvania,  and 
have  fiipplied  the  firft  School-Mafter  there  with 
Books  and  Money,  ifhey  have  allowed  fifteen 
Pound  to  the  Minifter  and  Church- Wardens  of 
New^Tort  in  ^de^Ifland^  towards  Furnifliing  and 
Adorning  their  Church  with  a  Chalice,,  Patten^ 
Cloth  for  Pulpit  and  Communion  Table,,  and 
other  Ornaments..     They  have  fent  a  certain 
Number  of  Greel^  Teft'aments  and'  Liturgies,  to- 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Urmflmi   at  Mb/cotPy  for  the 
lUfe  of  the  Inhabitants  3  and:  many  En^lif?  pra-- 
aical  Books    for   the   Youth    and  Servants  of 
that  Fa(5tory  :    As  alfo  Bibles,  Common-Prayer 
Books,  and  other  Benefadions,  as  more  largely 
appears  upon  the  Regifter  of  the  Society.     This 
continual  Bounty  has   had  very  good    Effeils 
abroad,  by  influencing  and  exciting  the  Gdverr 
nours  and    Inhabitants    to  build   feveral   new 
Churches,  to  exe6l  Hbufes,  to.  allot  Glebes,  and 
toaffign  (inPatt  atlcaft)  a  fettled  Maintenance- 
for  theirMinifters  5.  and;  even  to  convert  fome  of 
theMeeting-Houfes  of  Qiiakers,and  otherSedaries, 
into- Places  of  Worfliip  according  to  the  Church; 
of  England.     And  feveral  Addrelies,  Letters,  and 
other  Applications,  have  been  made,  and.  fent,, 
from  iome  of  the  Magiftrates  and  chief  Inhabi-- 
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tants  of  the  Plantations  to  our  Society,  for  their 
Advice  and  Afllftance  in  propagating  Religion 
amongft  them  5  to  which  the  Society  have  made 
proper  and  fuitable  Returns. 

§  I  8.  Nor  hath  the  Society  been  unmindful 
'of  ufing  their  ucmoft  Endeavours  for  propagating 
the  Gofpel  among  the  Heathen  Indians  and  Slaves 
in  and  near  our  feveral  Plantations.     They  re- 
ceived with  great  Satisfaction  a  Letter  from  the 
Lords  CommiJJioners  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  direded 
to  the  Lord  Arch-Bifliop  oi Canterbury,  fignifying, 
"  That  the  Earl  of  Bellamont  had  feveral  Times 
*^  rcprefented  to  them,  the  great  Want  of  fome 
"  Minifters  of  the  Church  o(  Ej^gland,  to  inftruft 
"  the    five  Nations    of   Indians    on    the  Fron- 
*'  tiers  of   New-York,   and    prevent  their  being 
"•'  pradis'd  upon  by  French   Priefts    and  Jefuits, 
^*  who  were  converfant  among  them,  and  very 
"  induftrious  in  perfwading  them,  by  Pretences 

of  Religion,  to  efpoule  the  French  Interefl:. 
*'  Whereupon  they  ( the  Lords  Commiflioners ) 
"  had  reprefented  to  their  Excellencies  the  Lords 
"  Juftices  their  humble  Opinion,  That  if  a  Fund 
"  could  be  found  for  the  Maintenance  of  fuch 
*^  Minifters,  they  might  be  of  very  great  life  and 
*^  Service,  as  well  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Re- 
"  formed  Religion,  as  for  improving  the  Inte- 
"  reft  o(  England.     At  the  fame  Time  the  Lords 
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Commiflioners  imparted  to  his  Grace"  anrf  to» 
the  Lord  Bifliop  of  Londjn,  fome  further  Advice 
upon  the  fame  Siibjeft,  which  they  had  more 
lately  received  from  the  Earl  of  Mlamont  5  in 
particular  this  remarkable  Extradl  of  what  was 
laid  by  otie  in  the  Name  of  the  reft  of  the  Sa- 
chems of  the  fraying  Indians  of  Canada^  ( V/;^.  fuch 
as  haVe  been  converted  to  fome  Sort  of  TrofeJJjon  of 
Chriftianity)  to  the  Commiflioners  for  the  Indian 
Affairs  in  Albany,  June  28.  1700——  fays>^he^ 
"  We  are  now  come  to  Trade  5  and  not  to  (peak 
"  of  Religion.  Only  thus  much  I  muft  fay, 
"  all  the  while  I  was  here,  before  I  went  to  G- 
"  nada,  I  never  heard  any  Thing  talkt  of  Reli- 
"  gion,  or  the  leaft  mention  made  of  conver- 
"  ting  us  to  the  Chriftian  Faith.  And  we  fliali 
^^  be  glad  to  hear,  if  at  laft  you  are  fo  pioufly 
"  inclined  to  take  fome  Pains  to  inftrudt  your 
"  Indians  in  the  Chriftian  Religion.  I  will  not^ 
"  fay  but  it  may  induce  fome  to  return  to  their 
"Native  Country.  I  widi  it  had  been  done 
"  fooner,  that  you  had  had  Minifters  to  inftrua: 
"  your  Indians  in  the  Chriftian  Faith,  ^c.  This , 
Reprefentation  was  humbly  laid  before  the 
Queen  in  Council  5  from  whence  his  Grace 
the  Arch-Bifliop  of  Canterhwy  reported  this 
Order,. 
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At  th  Court  at  St.  JamesV  the  Third 
Day  4  April  1700.     Trefent  the 
.  ^eens  Mofl  Excellent  Majeftj  in 
ComciL 

^'1  "1  PON  reading  this  Day  at  tlie  Board   . 

\l    a  Reprefentation  from  the  Lords  Com- 
*'  miilioners  of  Trade  and  Plantations,  dated  the 
<'  fecond  of  this  Month,  relating  to  her  Majelly  s 
"  Province     of  7<lew'Ydrk  '^^    Amenca,     letting 
^'  forth,  among  other  Things,  that  as  to  the  Five 
''  Nations  of  Indlam  bordering  upon  New-York, 
"  left  the  Intrigues  of  the  Fremh  of  Canada,  and 
^'  the    Influence   their  Priefts,   who    frequently 
^'converfe     and  fometimes  inhabit  with  thofe 
''Indiam,  fliould  debauch  them  from  her  Ma- 
*'  iefty's  Allegiance,  their  Lordfliips  are  hunv 
"  bly  of  Opinion^  that  befides  the  ulual  Method 
"  of  engaging  the  faid  Indians  by  Prefents,  ano- 
. "  ther  Means  to  prevent  the  Influence  of  the 
"  French  Miflionaries  upon  them,  and  thereby 
''  more  effeaually  to  fecure  their  Fidelity,  would 
'*  be,  that  two  Proteftant  Minifters  be  appointed, 
*^  with  a  competent  Allowance,  to  dwell  amongft 

^'  them    in  order  to  inftrud  them  in  the   true 
'  **  Reii- 


"^Religion,  and  confirm  them  in  their  Duty 
^'  to  her  Majefty.  It  is  ordered  by  her  Ma- 
''  jefty  in  Council,  That  it  be  as  it  is  hereby 
"  referred  to  his  Grace  the  Lord  Arch-Bifliop  of 
*'  Canterbury^  tb  take  fuch  Care  therein  as  may 
^"iiioft  eflfedually  anfwer  this  Service. 

Upon  communicating  this  Order  to  the  So- 
ciety, it  was  immediately  agreed,  that  it  fliould 
V   be  referred  to  a  Gommitte,  to  endeavour  to  find 
two  fuch  Minifters  as  fliould  be  proper  to  an- 
fwer her  Majefty's  moft  gracious  Rcfokuions 
deelard  in  the  faid  Order  of  Council.     Accor- 
dingly the  Committe  made  2L  Propofal  to  Mr. 
Samuel  Thomas,  one   of  their* '  Mi/fionaries   in 
South'Carolim,  and  to  Mr.  Deliius,  refident  at  Al- 
bany y  to  take  an  Expedition  among. the  five  Na- 
tions of  the  Indians,  in  order  to  the  more  effectu- 
al Conveffion  of  them :    But  the  latter  infifted 
upon  fuch  Demands   as  were  not  within  the 
Powers  of  the  Society  to  grant :     And  the  for- 
mer did  accept  the  Miffion,  and  proceeded  in  it 
as  far  as  Carolina,  but  found  there  that  the  Tarn- 
monfea  Indians,  to  whom  he  was  defign'd,  were 
in  no  manner  of  Difpofition  tc  receive  him: 
and  therefore  he  ftopt  there,  and  fcnt  this  Ex- 
cuk  January  20.  1702.  Vi;<.  ThcYammoifea  Indi- 
ans have  lately  been  engaged  in  a  War  with  the 


Spaniards,     a.nd    ^rf^     In  C(\  mnrU    P\'-inrrf^t' 


"v/x    »iii    iiir 


vafion 


I. 


L  42  - 

yafTon  by  the  Spamlh,  that  they  are  Sot  at  Lei- 
fore  to  attend  to  Inftruftion   nor  js   it  fate  to 
venture  among  them ;  And  the  Reverend  Mr. 
Uarfton  confirm'd  the  Reafon  m  a  Letter  from 
ClJles'town  in  Carolina,  February  i.  i/oi.  Cap- 
tain Pow  and  Governour  Moor  have  agreed  to 
entertain  Mr.  Thomas  at  Goojcreeb    His  going 
among  the  rdWWO»A«,  according  to  --  Mwon, 
is  not  judged  here  as  yet  fafe:  being  th     .evoked 
to  us  from  the  Spaniards,  becauli  they  would 
not  be  Chriftians ;  and  if  we  require  it  of  them, 
it's  fear'd  they  will  return  again  co  the  Spamrds, 
Notwithftanding  this  Dikouragement,  the  Reve- 
rend Uv.Thoroushgood  Moor,  a  Divine  ot  20od 
Learning,  Zeal,  and  Prudence,  offer  d  to  undergo 
that  difficult  MiffioQ  among  the  MwHJot  theFivc 
Nations,  and  accepted  of  an  hundred  Pound  per 
Annum  for  his  Support  in  that  Service   and  the 
Society  promis  d  to   allow  one  hundred  Pound 
more  yearly  to  any  fit  Perfon  who  fhould  ac- 
company  the  faid    Mr.  Moor  in  this  creditable 
Miffion,   and  to  allow  a  farther  Sum  to  each 
of  them  for  Utenfils  and  other  Neceffaues  to 

carry  with  them.  - 

The  Society  received  many  other  Advices  ot 
the  good  Difpofition  of  the  Indians  towards  recei- 
ving the  Chriftian  Faith  5  as  from  the  Reverend 
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fays  he,  We  find  a  great  Ripenefs  and  nclination 
amongft  all  Sorts  of  People  to  embrace  the 
Golpelj  even  the  Indians  themfelves  have  pro- 
mised Obedience  to  the  Holy  Faith,  as  appears 
by  a  Conference  that  my  Lord  Combury  has 
had  with  them  at  Albany  5  five  of  their  Sachems 
or  Kings  told  him,  They  were  glad  to  hear,  that 
the  Sun  fhined  in  England  again  fince  King 
Williams  Death :  They  did  admire  at firft,  what 
fliould  come  to  us  that  we  fliould  have  a  Squa 
Sachem  J  i.e.  a  Woman  King  j  but  they  hoped  (he 
would  be  a  good  Mother,  and  fend  them  fome 
to  teach  them  Religion,  and  eftablifli  Traffick 
amongft  them,  <^c. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  Society  received  a 
Memorial  firom  (^bert  LeVmgjlon  Efquire,  Secre- 
tary for  the  Indian  Affairs  in  her  Majefty's  Pro- 
vince of  New'Yori,  fliewing,  "  That  the  Indiam 
"of  that  Province  had  received  fuch  Impreffi- 
"  ons  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  as  to  be  urgent 
*'  in  all  their  Propod  ions  and  other  Conferen- 
"  ces  with  the  Governours,  to  have  Minifters 
"among  them,  to  inftrudl  them  in  the  Chrifti- 
"  an  Faith,  That  the  French  ]c[mts  were  by  all 
"  Arts  and  Terrors  endeavouring  to  make  Pro- 
•^felytes  of  them  ^  and  had  drawn  over  a  con- 
"  fiderable  Number  of  them  to  Canada^  and  had 
f  planted  rhem  there  in  two  Caftles    near  to 
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*^  Uoiint'^yal^  where  they  had  Pricfts  to  inftruiS 
•'  them.  Land  to  plant,  and  Soldiers  to  protcft 
"  them   in  Time  of  Wan     That  the  Honour 
'^  and  Advantage  of  redeeming  the  poor  Indians 
*^  from  this  Slavery  to  the  Popidi  Priefti,  and 
"  of  infl:ru6ling  them  in  the  plain  and  true  Ptin- 
"  ciples  of  Chriftianity,  would  be  very  great, 
"  and  moft  effedtually  tend  to  the  Glory  of  God, 
"  and  the  Peace,  Trade   and  Credit  of  the  fin- 
^^glijh  in  thofe  Parts :  That  the  Ways  and  Means 
*'  conducing  hereunto  would  be  to  fend  Prote-r 
"ftant  Minifters  among  thofe    Indian  "Nsitlons^ 
"  who,  after  they  had  attained  to  fome  Perfedi* 
"  on  of  the  Language,  by  the  Help  of  Interpref- 
^  ters,  might  refide  at  the  refpedive  Caftles  of 
"  the  fai  J  Nations,  and  attend  the  Work  of  their 
"  Converfion :  That  each  Minifter  (hould  have 
"  two  Youths  in.  Attendance  upon  him,  who 
"  would  fooner  attaia  the  Language,  and  go  on 
"  Meflages,  <6rf.  That  there  might  be  aChriftian 
"Chappie,  and  a  Houfe  built  a  little  without 
"  each  Caftle,  for  the  Minifter  to  be  private  and 
*'fafe  from  the.  Infolencies  and  Noife   of  the 
^^ Indians:     And  that  each  Minifter  fliould   be 
*^  furniflit  with  fome.  cheap  Toys,  to  give  to  the 
^Indians,  and  fo engage  their  Affe(a:iojis,,as  was 
^  the  Cuftom  of  the  French  JcCuks  among  them*, 
*'  0*c,     This  Memorial  was  read,  and  well  con** 
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fidercd  by  the  Society  3  and  the  Writer  of  it 
himfelf  foon  after  attended,  and  gave  the 
Society  a  farther  Account  of  the  State  of  the 
hdians  in  thofe  Parts. 

And  becaufe  Mr.  LeVm^flon  had  farther  repre- 
fented^  "That  the  Dutch  Minifters  who  had* 
*'  been  at  Albany  from  Tinne  to  Time,  particu- 
^'  larly  Mr.  I>ellius^  and  now  Mr.  Lydius^  as  alfo' 
^'Mr.  Freeman  at  Shinnerlady^  had  taken  great 
*^  Pains  with  the  Mohog  Indians^  and  with  the 
*'Help  of  Interpreters  had  tranflated  feveral: 
"  Prayers,  P&lms,  the  Creed,  Ten  Command- 
"  ments,  and  fome  Chapters  of  the  New-Tcfta- 
"ment,  into  the  I^/^i^/i  Language,  and  had  taught 
"  them  fo  far,  that  they  were  admitted  to  parti-' 
^^  cipatc  of  botb  Sacraments,  <s*c.  Therefore 
the  Society  fent  an-  honourable  Gratuity  to 
Mr.  Lydiusy  the  Dutch  Minidct  in  Albany j  in  Cor- 
fideratioa  of  his  promoting  the  Chriftian  Reli- 
gion among  the  Jw^wwj  of  the  five  Nations  bor- 
dering onNew^York^^  with  a  Letter  from  theSe-: 
cretary  to  acquaint  him^  how  fenfible  the  So- 
ciety was  of  his  good  Services  to  the  Ghriftian; 
Churchy  and  how  defirous  he  fliould  continue- 
his  Endeavours  for  the  farther  Propagation  of  the. 
Gofpel  among  them.  To  which  Mr.  L^dius. 
made  a  civil  and  grateful  Anfwer,  "  Accepting; 
l[  and  acknowledging  the  Favour  of  the  Society^,, 
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"  itnd   imputing  his  Succefi  to  the  BlcflTing  of 
*'chc  moft  merciful  God  3  and  as  a  Teftimony 
*'  of  their  poor  Endeavours  ^  he  mentions    all 
"  the  Forms  and  Services  vi/hich  they  had  made 
^'and  put  in  Prafticc  for  the  better  inftruding 
"  of  thoie  new  Converts,  V/;^.  A  Form  of  Con- 
''  fcflSon  of  Chriftian  Faith  :  A  Form  of  Baprifni 
"  for  thofe  of  Age,  and  for  Children :    A  Form 
"  of  Marriage:  AnExpofition  on  the  Command- 
^'  ments  by  way  of  Qiieftion  and  Anfwer :    A 
"proper    Sermon    before  Receiving     of     the 
"  Lord's-Supper,  on  ffalnu  15.  i,  2.  WithPray- 
"  ers  before  and  after  Sermons.     He  promifes 
"  to  communicate  all  thefe  to  Mr.  Moor,  the  So- 
^'  ciety's  Mi/fionary,  and  to  aflift  him  in  all  Ser- 
"  vices  as  far  as  he  is  capable,  ^Csr^c. 

And  Mr.  Dellius,  who  had  lately  returned  to 
the  Hague,  acquainted  the  Society  with  the  Mit 
fortune  of  lofing  an  Indian  Dictionary  which  he 
had  compos  d,  with  his  Library,  and  other  Goods, 
at  Sea  5  and  inflead  of  that  and  other  Copies,  he 
fends  over  many  Cafes  of  Confcience,  which 
the  Canada  Miffionaries  ufe  among  the  Iroijuois^ 
which  is  the  general  iMame  of  the  Five  Nations, 
as  be  copied  them  from  the  Original,  which 
fell  into  his  Hands.  He  had  alfo  their  Indian 
Catechifm  in  2  5  Chapters  in  French^  Latin,  and 
Indian,  wherein  he  found  very  enormoii'S  and 
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ridiculous  Inftrudions  —  whereby  the  Society 
might  have  fome  Idea  of  the  pretended  Con- 
verfion  of  the  Jefuits.  In  the  mean  time  he  prays 
God  to  blefs  the  Illuftrious  Society  in  their  Un- 
dertaking of  the  true  Converfion  of  thofe  Barba- 
rians, to  the  End  that  both  Church  and  State 
may  reap  the  Advantage  of  it.  And  among 
other  Calls  and  Admonitions  to  attempt  the 
Converfion  of  the  Indians,  Colonel  Dudley,  Go- 
vernour  of  her  Majefty's  Province  of  the  ^faf^' 
fachu/etS'-'Bay,  commonly  called  New- England,  in 
a  Letter  direded  to  r.he  Lords  Commiflioners 
for  Trade  and  Plantations,  dated  t  ^.July  1704, 
(  an  Extrail  whereof  was  communicated  to  the 
Society  )  was  pleafcd  to  obferve,  "  That  it  had 
*^been  the  Ufage  of  that  Province  once  in  a 
^'  few  Years  to  conciliate  their  Friendflhip  with 
*^  the  Maquaws  and  five  Nations  5  and  he  had 
"  written  to  my  Lord  Cornbury  to  advife  therein  3 
*^  and  had  accordingly  provided  for  the  Charge 
*'  of  Commiffioners,  and  a  Prefent  of  about  . 
"  five  hundred  Pounds,  which  was  neceflary  tO' 
"  keep  them  fteady  *-—  and  yet  at  laft  he  doubts 
"  we  ftiall  lofc  them,  if  we  have  not  Minifters 
"  amongft  them  to  defeat  the  French  Miffiona- 
"  ries,  to  whom  they  are  infinirelv  bigotted. 

31  1 9.  upon  thefe  many  importunate  Calls,  ^.  ^^^^^ 
the  Reverend  Mr.  M^or  fet  out  upon  his  inten-/e«f/t'/;^ 
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dcd  MiflSon^  with  a  firm  Courage  and  Rcfoluti* 
on  to  anfwer  the  excellent  Defigns  of  the  Soci* 
ety  5  and  when  he  came  to  New-Yorkj,  he  recei- 
ved all  poflible  Countenance  and  Favour  from  the 
Govcrnour  the  Lord  Cornbury,  But  indeed  the 
Clergy  of  that  Province  were  fenfiblc  of  the 
little  Hopes  of  doing  any  good  among  the  Na- 
tive Indians,  and  ther  jre  in  a  Letter  to  the  Ho- 
nourable Society  dared  at  New'York^y  OSlober  17. 
1 704.  they  took  Occafion  to  fay,  that  "  It  is  moft 
"  true,  the  converting  Heathens  is  a  Work  lau- 
"dable.  Honourable  and  Glorious  3  and  they 
"  doubt  not  but  God  will  profper  it  in  the  Hands 
''  of  their  good  Brother  Mr.  Tboroughgood  Moor^ 
"  whom  they  had  fent  out  worthy  of  the  Gof- 
"  p^l  of  Chrift  —  but  after  all,  with  Submiffi- 
**  on,  they  humbly  fupplicate,  that  the  Children 
"  firft  be  fatisfied,  and  the  loft  Sheep  recovered^ 
"  who  have  gone  aftray  among  Hereticks  and 
"  Qiiakers,  who  have  denied  the  Faith,  and  are 
"  worfe  than  Infidels  and  Indians  that  never 
*'  knew  it. And  immediately  after  the  Re- 
verend Mr.  John  Talbety  in  a  Letter  to  Mr. 
George  IQith  from  New-Yorlij  gives  great  Com- 
mendations of  Mr.  Moor,  lately  come  among 
them,  but,  fays  he,  "  I  am  forry,  he  is  to  go  fo 
"  far  off  as  the  Mohocks*  God  knows  whether 
"wc  fliall  fee  him  again.    I  had  the  fame  Call, 
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''and  had  gone  to  the  fame  Place  j  but  when  1 
"  faw  fo  many  Peopld  of  my  o^^  n  Nation  and 
"Tongue,  I  foon  refolvcd,  by  Gods  Grace, 
"to  feck  them  in  thcfirft  Phcc^^c  --And  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Urquhart^  another  of  our  Mi/Ti- 
onaries  in  that  Province,  did  further  let  the  So- 
ciety  know,  that  he  was  inform'd.  That  Mr. 
Moor  and  his  A/fiftant  dared  not  to  venr ure  fo  far 
as  their  Miflion  led  them,  i,  e.  to  the  praying  In- 
dians^ who  were  fo  much  engaged  to  the  French 
Intereft,  that  they  were  our  Enemies  as  much  as 
they  could  without  an  open  Breach. 

However  Mr.  Moor^  with  indefatigable  Zeal, 
made  the  beft  Attempts  he  could  upon  begin- 
ning and  carrying  on  this  great  Work  5  and  gave 
the  Society  an  Account  from  Albany, ddittA  March  8. 
170^  That  foon  af  er  his  Arrival  at  that  frontier 
Town,  50  Miles  fvomx\\QMohocks,  ^MohociMiari 
and  his  Squa  being  in  Town,  and  hearing  of  him 
and  hisDefign,  came  and  thus  addrcft  him,F^^/;er, 
We  are  come  to  exprefs  our  Joy  at  your  fafe  JrnVal] 
and  that  you  haVe  e/capt  the  Dangers  of  a  dreadful 
Sea^  which  you  haVe  croft,  I  hear,  to  inftruB  us  ini(e' 
I'lgion.  .  It  only  grieVes  us,  that  you  are  come  in  Time 
of  fVar,  when  tt  is  uncertain  whether  you  tvili  live  or 
die  with  us.  That  after  this,  one  oh\\Q  Sachems^ 
and  three  more  Indians,  came  to  him,  and  fpake 
to  this  Effed  :  Father,  We  are  come  to  exprejs  our 
inyuitiun,  luai  Uua  has  vcen  Jo  propttwus  to 
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as   as  to  fend  you  to  open  our  Eyes^  whiS  hdVe  heeit 
hkherto  (ImU     Another  Womi.n  came  to  him, 
and    among  other  Congramlacory  Expreflions, 
faid     Hiy  God.fupporc  your    Shoulders  under  fo 
mat  a  Weight  5  and  may  you  dijpel  that  Darlqiefs 
which  ftill  overjpreads  us.     He  told  them  in  Re- 
turn, That  nothing  (liould  be  wanting  on  his 
Parr,  and  that  he  would  devote  himfelf  to  their 
Good,  and  that  he  only  ftaid  at  Many  to  leara 
tlieir  Language    in   order  to  it.     He   did   not 
then  make  any  publick  Propofition  ta  them,  but 
defign'dto  lay  hold  on  the  firft  Opportunity^ 
that  the  Weather  would  give  him,  of  doing  it 
at  their  Caftle-     Being  too    long  detained  by 
the  Fall  of  Snow,  he   lent  his  Meflage  with   a 
Belt  of  J^ii/^^i  Money  by   three  of  their   own 
Country-men,  with  a  Promife  of  taking  the  firft 
Opportunity    of  coming  himfelf  to    fee  them. 
Which  Promife,  he  did  ioon  after  perform,  with 
great  Difficulty  3  and  being  courteoufly  received, 
one  of  the  Sachems  told  liim,   That   they  had   re* 
.  ceived  his  Mejfage,  hut  it  was  hut  lately^  and  not  har 
ying  confulted  with  the  other  Cajile  ( which  was  ^- 
hout  twelve  Mdes  diftant)  they   could  gm  no  Ai^ 
Jmer  to  it  now^  but  they  would  can/ult  with  them  the 
firjl  Opportunity^  and  then  fend  their  Jnfwer.     Mr. 
Moor  thought    himfelf  fomewhat  difappointed, 
and  wasu  afraid  their  Delay  was  an  artificial  Ex- 
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CKfc:  However,  lie  told  them,  he  w'ouU  watt 
for  their  Anfwer^  and  fo  return  d  to  Albany^  where, 
in  a  little  Time,  one  of  thofe  Mohock^  came  with 
this  Anfwer :  The  Vifit  you  made  uSy  and  the  Dejign 
of  ity  tvas  "Voy  welcome  3  for  which  we  return  you  our 
Thanks.  We  haV^  always  lived  in  great  Friendfiip 
with  our  brethren  of  this  Province^  but  we  haVe  been 
aU  along  in  fuch  Darlqiefs^  and  our  Eyes  fo  coVerd^ 
that  we  have  not  known  what  will  become  of  our  Souls 
after  D^ath.  We  jaw  fome  time  ago  a  Light  arijing 
in  Canada,  which  drew  many  of  our  Nation  thither^ 
and  whkh  was  the  Caufe  of  our  deftring  Miniflers, 
We  cannot  but  rejoice^  that  God  flwuld  be  fo  good  to 
usy  as  to  make  us  this  Offer -^  but  itgrieVes  us  that  the 
reft  of  our  ^rethren^  the  other  four  Nations y  are  like 
to  haVe  no  fuch  (Blefflng,  They  haVe  often  asked 
iiSy  what  was  the  Meaning  of  a  Sell  which  we  haVe^ 
•which  our  Fathers  told  us^  we  niujl  ^ng  to  call  us  to- 
gether  to  our  Devotions  5  but  if  they  were  fo  inqmjttive 
about  thaty  What  will  they  think^when  they  jee  here  a 
Houfe  anda  Church  built?  Therefore  it  is  neceffa- 
ry  we  firji  acquaint  them  (for  we  are  all  but  one 
Houfe  )  and  then  we  will  give  you  a  pofitiVe  Anfwer, 
Mr.  Moor  found  himfelf  again  difappointed, 
and  thought  he  had  new  Matter  for  Sufpicion 
of  them:  However  hejudged  it  to  be  advilable 
to  make  this  Return  to  the  Sachem  who  brought 
this  Meflage.      Onld^  I  have  conjidered  your  Anfwer y 
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an  J  am  (orry  it  is  not  more  full  and  fatisfaSloryl 
As  to  what  you  fay  about  confulting  with  the  other 
Kations,  I  will  beliCVe,  they  will  rather  rejoice  at 
your  Hafyp'mefsj  than  ha')^e  any  Sufpicions  about  it : 
EJpecially  when  they  are  toldy  that  there  is  another 
Mmijler  daily  expefied  for ^the  Oncydes,  and  one 
for  every  other  Nation,  as  foon  as  ^proper  and  willing 
Terfins  can  be  found -^  but  J  will  flay  for  your  Anfmr 
with  the  greatejl  Patience,  When  after  long  Ex- 
pectance, he  could  obtain  no  Manner  of  An- 
fwer,  he  retired  back  to  Nevp-York^^  and  fent  the 
Society  his  Reafons  for  defifting  from  that  En- 
terprife  at  prefent,  Vi^.  "That  he  had  been  at  J/- 
"  bany  near  a  twelve  Month,  and  had  ufed  all 
the  Means  he  could  think  of,  in  order  to  get 
the  good  Will  of  the  Indians:^  till  their  unrea- 
fonable  Delays  and  frivolous  Excufes  for  not 
giving  him  any  final  Anfwer,  with  fome  other 
Circumftances,  were  a  fufficient  Indication  of 
their  Refolution  never  to  accept  him.  And 
therefore  expecting  either  no  Anfwer  at  all,  or 
at  laft  a  poficive  Denial  from  them  3  He 
thought  it  better  to  leave  them,  and  not  to  give 
them  the  Honour  of  refufing  the  Qijeen's  Roy- 
al Favour,  and  his  Offer  to  them.  He  begins 
to  think,  that  Miffions  to  the  Indians  are  not 
of  that  Confequence  as  the  Society  may  think, 
and  as  he  himfelf  once  expeded :    but  he  is 
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;'  now  fenfible  of  the  contrary,  for  chefeRearons : 
1.  Becaiile  our  own  People  have  as  much  Need 
^^  and  a  more  juft  Right  to  our  Care,  and  call 
^^  tor_more  M.ffionanes  than  our  Society  is  able 
^^  to  lend.  IL  Becaufe  to  begin  with  the  Indians 
«  "  P'^pofterous ;  for  ic  is  from  the  Behaviour  of 
"  au  .^'"''^r.^  J'"^'  'hat  they  have  had,  and 
cc  ll'''''^^^'  their  Notions  of  Chriftianity,  which 
^^  God  knows,  hath  been  generally  fuch,  that  it 

«c  m  -rf  .  ^  '^^  ^'"^''""  '"^  hate  our  Religion. 
^^  HI.  1  he/«^M..w  are  daiij^wafting  away,  and  in 
^^  forty  Years  it  leems  probable  that  there  will 

u  a^  r  ^"  ^"'^'"^  ^°  ^^  ^^^"  '"  ^1'  the  EwM> 
<.  ?L  ".!•  fT''":  *"  'he  mean  Time  the 
u  ^"hr'itians  felling  the  Indians  fomuch  Rum  is 
a  fufficient  Bar,  if  there  were  no  other,  againft 
,  their  embracing  Chriftianity. 

But  after  all  thefe  Difcouragemcnts,  Mr.  Moor 
has  not  altogether  defifted   from  this   Attempt 
( tho    attended  with  inexpreffible  Difficulty )  of 
converting  the  Indians:  he  is  employin?  his  La- 
bours in  the  Church  of  'Burlington  in  Ncm-Yorl 
and  there  waits  for  the  Commands  of  the  Socie- 
ty.     And  the  Honourable  the    Lord  Combury 
Governourof  that  Province,  has  been  pleafedco 
inform  the  Society,  by  Letter  dated  from  New- 
lork  Noyemkr  ii.  1705.  that  thev  need  notal- 
.o^v.uv.  uvij^au   ui  aucceiS5  tnac  nexc  Summer/ 
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God  witling,  he  int"ends  to  go  tx)  Many,  and  to 
know  of  the  Indians,  the  Reafons  of  their  not 
behaving  themfelves  better,  finccthey  had  lo  ot- 
ten  defired  a  Minifter  to  be  fent  among  then:!^ 
and  his  Lordfliip  will  fee,  if  he  can  find  a  Way 
to  make  Mr.  Moor  eafier  there,  than  he  has  been, 
iddina  the  Teftimony  of  him,  that  He  is  a  Very 
\rood  Man.  Though  after  all,  we  doubt  there  are 
Tnfuperable  Difficulties,  at  leaft  for  the  prcfenr. 
An  eminent  Citizen  oi London,  well  acquainted 
with  the  State  oftho^  Foreign  Parts,  has  lately 
informed  the  Society"that  "After  all,  there  are 
"a  great  many  Obftacles  to  the  Converlion  ot 
"  the  Indians  bordering  on  our  Plantations:  They 
"  are  educated  in  great  Prejudices  to  our  Religi- 
''  on,  by  the  unjuft  Encroachment  of  the  EngUp) 
"  upon  their  Lands  5  and  do  not  ftick  to  fay, 
^' that  They  cant  helieVe,  that  tpe  ivifl)  them  a  flace 
"  in  Heaven,  when  m  deny  them  a  ^lace  upon  Earth. 
"  The  Government  ought  to  prevent  this  too 
"  jufl:  Reproach.     Befides,  thofe  near  to  New 
"  England  are  the  moft  cruel  and  barbarous  of 
^'  all  the  favage  Nations,  and  have  deftroyed  all 
"their    innocent    Neighbours.     They  are   al- 
ways   unfixed,    either   rambling    for   feveral 
Months  together,  or    hunting,  or  upon  War- 
*^  like  Expeditions,  and  at  their  Return  to  the 
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"their  former  Inftruftions 5  and  it  is  impofllble 
"  for  any  Miniftet  to  accompany  them  in  their 
"  Ramble  of  three  or  four  hundred  Leagues  at 
"  a  Time.     But  that  which  I  apprehend  to  be 
"  of  worfe  Confequence  to   their  Converfion, 
*^  and  engaging   in  the  EngUp^  Intereft,  is,  the 
*^  Treatic  which.  I  underftand  is  lately  conclu- 
"ded    with    them,    wherein    a  Neutrality    is 
"  allowed  them   in   this   prefent   War.     This 
^  will  give  an  Opportunity  to  the  Canada  In^ 
''  dians   to  furround  the   Engllflo  Colonies,  and 
^^  make  all  Correfpondence  with  and   Paffage 
^^  to    the   Iroquois    Lidians    very    difficult    and 
'^  unfafe.     Belides,  if  the  ufual  Prefents  are  not 
^'  continued,  they'll  not  be   prevailed  with   to 
^'  attend  to  any  Inftrudions  from  our  Minifters, 
^^  but  will  rather  'fdl  off  to  the  French^  if  they  can 
"  get  any  Thing  by  it,  «trc.     Indeed  the  Artifices 
of  the  French  Jefuits  do  very  much  obftrudl  our 
Propagation  of  the    Gofpel  among  thofe  poor 
Souls,  as   was  thus  reprefented  to  us   by  Mr. 
Vellius'^'^^  It  is  the  common  Opmion/that  the 
''Jefuits  debauch,  the  Iroquois  (which  is  the  comr 
'-'mon  Name  of  the  five  Nations)  from    their 
"Fidelity  to  the  Crown  oi  England ySLud  it  is 
"  natural  to  them  to  turn  every   Stone  to  that 
"  Purpofe.     Indeed  all  the  Evils  thar  the  Englifl? 
^  Colonies  have  undergone  during  the  laft  War, 
\l.  nave. 
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^^liave  been  occafioned  by  the  Indians,  that  is  to 
"  fay,  the  debauched  IndiayiSy  of  whom  they  arc 
"abfolutely  Mafters:  and   the  Intrigues  which 
"  that  Order  has  ufed,  and  of  which  I  have  feen 
^'  little  Memoirs,  are  almoft  incredible  3  and  it  is 
"very  much  to  be  feared  that  they  will  ftill 
''  win  upon  them  daily:  For  among  the  fivcNa- 
^'  tions  there  is  a  great  Number  of  French  that 
*'  are  incorporated  by  Adoption  into  their  Tribes^ 
*'  and  as  fuch  they  oftentatioufly  afllimc  Iroquois 
"or  Indian  Names 3   and  the  poor   filly  Indians 
'' confidering  them   as  Perfons    of  their   own 
"  Blood,  do  entirely  confide  in  them,  and  ad^ 
"  mit  them  into  their  Councils  3  from  whence 
*'  you  may  judge   what  fine  Work  the  Jefuits 
«  make  with  their  Affairs,  (trc.  Let  it  be  only 
added  what  one  of  the  chief  Inhabitants  in  New- 
York  has  lately  written  over  to  the  Society,  upon 
this  Head  —  ''  In  my  Opinion  ,  the  Matter  of 
"  converting  the  Indians  is  too  heavy  for  the  So- 
^^  cietv  to  meddle  with  at  prefent ,  and  would 
''  properly  lie  as  a  Burden  upon  the  Crown,  to 
*' be  defrayed  out  of  the  Revenue  here  3  for  their 
^^  being  brought  over  to  our^  holy  Faith,  will 
"  at  the  fame  Time  fecure  them  in  their  Fidelity 
*'  to  the  Government  —  Thofe  who   are  fenc 
**  over  on  that  Errand  muft  be  fuch  as  can  en- 
"dure  Hardfhips,  and  are  able  and  willing  to 
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live  with  the  Indians  in  their  own  Country  and 
according  to  their  Way  and  Manner,  which  is 
the  Method  the  French  take. 

tion  ot  theie  Defigns  of  the  Society  reach'd  over™''"  '" 
to  NewMnd   md  encouraged  fome  Gentle- g'frd.'" 
men  and  chief  Traders  in  that  Province  to  fol- 
low  the  laudable  Example,  and  to  form  them- 
lelves  into  a  Society  for  the  <Propagation  of  <Pelt. 
gm,  who  had  foon  «  A  fenfible  Bleffing  of  God 
«  "?°"  i^*^"'  Confultations  and  Undertakings 
cc  J  'r^T?  ^'"^"S  other  Things,  they  had  ad^ 
drcHcd  the  Remoter  ungofpelized  Plantations 
not  only  with  a  printed  Sheet  for  their  awa- 
^^kening  out  of  their  ftupid  Condition,  but  alfo 
^^  with  other  Endeavours  to  get  Minifters  among 
^  them  —  They  confefs  themfelves  beholden  to 

« *?  "^'ff'^  ^^^  ''^^  Example,  which  has  been 
there  followed  in  their  feeble  EiTays,  to  do 
"  what  they  can  for  the  Advancement  of  the 
"greateft  Infereft.  And  upon  the  Fame  of 
thefe.  noble  Defigns,  the  Congregational  Mini- 
fters at  Lofton  drew  up  an  Account  of  the  pre- 
Jent  State  of  Chriftidnity,  and  of  the  Progrefs 
made  in  Evangelizing  the  poor  Savages  in  that 
Country,  written  to  the  Honourable  Sir  William 
JJhurft,  Governour  of  the  Corporation  for  pro- 
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England^ 


Care  of  the 

Negro 

SJavcj, 


EnzUnd,   and  Parts  adjacent   m  Menca ;  wha 

with  great  Courtefic  fent  a  Copy  of  it  to  out 

Society,  dated  ^ofion  in  NewEnoland   March  i. 

I/O*,  and  figned  by  Increafe  M«ft*»yiCo»on  Mi- 

ther'ind  Nehemiah  Walter.   - 

4  i  I  .Befides  thisAttempt  of  Converting  the  hve 

Nations,  the  Society  hath  taken  Care  of  all  pof- 
fiblc  Means  to  inftrua  the  few  JnJiam  that  were 
difperft  among  the  £«g/i/^,  and  the  Negro  Slaves,    ./ 
in  the  Principles  of  Chriftianity.     For  which 
good  End   they   employ'd  and  fupported  Mr. 
Elias  mau,  a  plain  zealous  Lay-man  at  New- 
Tork    who  had  inform'd  the  Society  by  Letter 
dated >/>  10.  170?.  that  "There  were  among 
"  chcra  a  great  Number  of  Slaves,  called  Negroes, 
«  of  both  Seres  and  of  all  Ages,who  were  without 
"  God  in  the  World,  and  of  whofe  Souls  there 
"  was  no  Manner  of  Care  taken.     And  thcrc- 
"  fore  it  would  be  worthy  the  Charity  of  this. 
"  Corporation,  to   endeavour  to  find  but  fomc 
•'  Methods  for    their  rnftrudions,^  in  order  to 
"  the  converting  and  baptizing  of  them,  with- 
"  our.  any  Way  affcaing  the  Property  of  their 
"  Mafters  -  -  That  fuch  a  Harveft  would  be  more 

"plentiful  than  that  of  the  Indians if  lome 

"  honeft  Subfiftance  were  allow'd  to  any  good 
"  Perfon,  for  undertaking  the  Office  of  a  Ca- 

m         1  •/! .l.~~.  .     &nA    fVio   VlaftpM  would 

°  .  "  fend. 
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Tend   or  at  leaft  fuffcr  their  Slaves  to  be  cate- 
^^  chiz  d  every  Sunday  5  and  the  Minifters  would 
^^  examin,  from  Time  to  Time,  what  Progrcfs 
^'  IS  made  in  improving  and  faving  thofe  poor 
Ignorant  Souls  —  The  fame  Perfon  in  other 
Letters  did  obfcrve,  "  That  a  great  Impediment 
,,  to  this  good  Defign,  was  a  vulgar  Prejudice 
in  thofe  Parts ,  that  if  the  Negroes  were    bap- 
tized,  they  would  ceafe  to  be  Slaves ;  tho'  nei- 
^  ther  the  Law  nor  the  Gofpel  does  authorize 
'J  any  ftich  Opinion.  —  The  French  and  the  Spa- 
■'  mards  baptize  all  their  Slaves,  without  giving 

"  them  any  temporal  Liberty Upon  due 

Confideration  had  to  thcfe  Reafons,  the  Society 
did  prevail  with  the  faid  Mr.  Neau,  to  undertake 
that  Office  of  a  Catechift,  and  promifed  to  en- 
courage him  in  it  with  a  Salary  of  Fifty  Pound 
per  Annum.  Upon  which  he  received  a  Licenfc 
from  his  Excellency  the  Lord  Cornhury,  to  cate- 
chize the  Negroes  and  Indians,  and  the  Children 
of  the  Town   of    rork.;    and   left  his  Relati- 
on of  an  Elder  in  the  French  Church,  and  came 
entirelyovertotheChurchof  &ig/W5  not  up-  ' 
on  any  worldly  Account,  but  thro'  a  Principle 
of  Confcience,  and  hearty  Approbation  of  the 
Englifh  Liturgy,  which  he   had  formerly  learnt 
by  heart  in  a  Dungeon.  — In  the  Difcharge  of 
this  Office,  Mr.  Nem  went  from  Houfe  to  Houfe. 
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in  order  to  catechize  and  inftrud  the  Ktgro 
Slaves  3  but  finding  that  to  be  inconvenienCjhe  pre- 
vailed with  the  Mafters  to  fend  i\itiiKegroes  every 
Monday^  Wednejday^  and  Friday^  at  four  in  the  Af- 
ternoon, to  his  Houfe  3  where  he  made  them  be- 
gin with  the  Lord's  Prayer  in  Englip?,  and  then 
proposed  the  moft  familiar  Qiieftions  about  the 
Nature  of  God  and  his  Works  ^  this  fmali  Be- 
ginning was  to  ferve  as  an  Introduction   to  the 

Creed,  and  fo  on  to  the  Church  Catechifm. 

And  CO  be  the  more  regular  in  his  Qualificati- 
ons for  this  Office,  he  defired  a  Licenfe  of  ca- 
techizing from  the  Lord  Bifliop  of  London,  who, 
at  the  Motion  of  the  Society,  was  pleas 'd  rea- 
dily to  grant  the  fame  — —  He  likewife  defired 
that  Application  might  be  made  to  the  Cover- 
nour  to  pafs  an  JB  ojjjfemhly,  whereby  it  fhould 
be  enacted,  That  all  the  Inhabitants  fliould  be 
obliged  to  permit  all  their  Slaves  to  be  inftru- 
£ted ;  and  that  their  Religion  fliould  make  no 
Alteration  in  their  Condition.  This  Motion  was 
confidered  by  a  Committee  at'P^wfs,  and  Colonel 
*  Nkholfon  then  prefent  did  obferve,  That  there 
had  been  formerly  the  fame  vulgar  Error  in  /^r- 
^5iV2/^,that  if  the  ^Ne^ro  Slaves  were  baptized,  they 
would  be  thenceforth  freed  from  their  Slavery  5^ 
whereupon  there  was  a  declarative  Law  made 
in  that  Country,  that  Slaves  baptized  fliould 

never- 


nevcrthelefs  continue  bound  in  Service  to  their 
refpedive  Mafters  as  before  Bapcifm.  And 
therefore  ic  mighc  be  proper  to  have  the  fame 
common  Error  removed  by  fome  fuch  Decla- 
ration in  orher  Parts  of  the  Plantations.  The 
faid  Mr.  Keau  (o  well  recommended  to  the 
Society  fome  other  Ways  of  making  his  Labours 
more  fuccefsful,  that  they  prepared,  by  Advice 
of  one  of  their  Members,  the  Draught  of  a  Si// 
to  be  offered  in  Parliament  for  the  more  ejfeBual 
ConVerfion  of  the  Negroes  and  other  Servants  in  the 

Plantations And  finally,  to  affift  him  in  this 

BlefTed  Work,  the  Society  inftriia:cd  their  Mif- 
fionaries  to  have  a  fpecial  Regard  to  the  Teach- 
ing of  the  poor  Slaves,  and  moft  of  them  ufed 
their  Endeavours  in  it  3  particularly  .the  Reve-. 
rend  Mr.  Samuel  Thomas  in  South-Carolina  did  in- 
form the  Society,  by  Letter  dared  March  1  o* 
170J.  That  under  his  Encouragements  about 
twenty  Negroes  had  learned  to  read  5  and  he  was 
acquainting  them,  as  he  had  Opportunity,  witfi 
the  Principles  of  the  Chriftian  Religion,  and 
had  lately  baptized  one  Negro  Man,  and  hoped/ 
in  fome  Time,  to  find  more  fitted  for  that 
holy  fnftitution.The  forem-entioned  Catechift  Mr. 
NeaUj  has  from  Time  to  Time  informed  the  So- 
ciety, of  the  Succefsof  his  Labours,  and  of  the 
Numbers  and  Names  of  the  Negroes  initiated  by 

him  1 
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Mm  3  and  the  Minifter  of  that  Place,  the  Rcve* 
rend  Mr.  Vefeyj  has  given  him  very  lately  the 
Charaftcr  ''  Of  a  conftant  Communicant  of 
*'  our  Church,  and  a  moll  zealous  and  prudent 
**  Servant  of  Chrift,  in  profelyting  the  mifcrablc 
''  Negroes  and  Indians  among  them  to  the  Chri- 
*'ftian  Religion,  whereby  he  does  great  Service 
"  to  God  and  his  Church. 
A^ooduflu.      ^  2  2.  Thefe  and  other  pious  Endeavours  of 

nence  on  the      .     ^  \        ^      \y         \    rr 

,jiNhabUa?itj.  the  Society  have,  by  God  s  BIcffing,  had  a  good 
EiTe^l,  by  fetting  an  Example  to  the  Plantati- 
ons themfelvcs,  and  exciting  them  to  contribute 
to  their  own  Happincfs,  For  this  Zeal  and 
Bounty  of  the  Corporation  had  a  fenfible  In- 
fluence upon  the  Governours  and  Inhabitants,  and 
did  induce  them  with  the  more  Cheerfulnefs  to 
build  Churches,  to  allot  Glebes,  and  to  affign  fome 
ftated  Portions  of  Maintenance  for  a  fettled  Mi- 
niftry.  This  noble  Emulation  was  continually 
icept  up  by  Letters  of  the  Society  to  the  r^fpedtive 
Governours,  who  were  moft  of  them  very  Inftru- 
mental  in  promoting  the  good  Work.  And  when- 
ever any  Foundations  of  a  new  Church  were 
laid  or  projededj  the  People  of  each  Diftrid,  in 
their  folemn  Veftries,  did  make  Application  to 
the  Society  for  their  Help  and  Affiftance,  and 
•did  never  fail  of  all  fuitable  Encouragement. 
Thus  the  Minifter  and  Church- Wardens  of  ^oad^ 
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Ifknd^  did  acquaint  the  Society,  (Septemberi^i 
1702O  That  the  Place  where  they  met  to  Wor- 
fliip,  was  finiflied  on  the  Outfide,  all  but  the 
Steeple  3  and  the  Infide  was  pcwed  well,  tho*  not 
beautified  J  they  had  a  Communion  Table  j. 
but  they  wanted  all  Ornaments  for  Decency  and 
Order  5  affuring  the  Society  that  whatever  Fa- 
vours they  fliould  pleafe  to  beftow  upon  them,, 
towards  the  pcrfefting  of  their  Church,  fliould 
be  accepted  with  the  humbled  Gratitude,  and 
feconded  with  the  utmoft  of  their  own  Abili- 
ties. In  like  Manner  the  Veftry  of  DoVcr-Hun- 
dred  within  J{ent  County  in  ^enftlVauia^  did 
{Augufl  JO.  1 70 J.)  reprefent  to  the  Bifliop  of 
LondoHj  the  great  Want  of  a  Preacher  among 
them,  to  teach  and  inftrudt  the  People  in  Mat- 
ters of  Religion,  and  their  Duty  towards  God, 
<frc.  and  that  they  would  endeavour,  according  to, 
their  Abilities,  to  contribute  towards  his  Mainte- 
nance 3  and  humbly  intimated  their  Expeftations 
of  Help  and  Encouragement  from  the  Society 
form'd  in  England  for  the  Propagation  of  Chri- 
ftian  Religion  in  America —  Soon  after,  the 
Church-Wardens  and  other  few  Members  of^ 
the  Church  of  England^  in  the  Colony  of  Wejl-' 
Jerfejiy  did  {September  4.  1703 .)  exprefs  their. 
Defign  ofereaing  a  Church  at  (Burlington,  for  the 
Worfliip  of  God  according  to  the  Law  eftablifli- 
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cd  in  England:,  nnd  defire,  that  their  Infant  Church 
imay  recieve  from  the  Society  a  Benefadlion  of 
Common-Prayer  Books,  Catechifms,  Neceftaries 
for  the  Commiinion-Tabie  and  Pulpit,  (^^^r. -  — 
The  Miniftcr  and  Veftry  of  the  Church  at  New" 
port  in  (l^oad'Ijhnd  did,  by  a  Letter  to  the  Soci- 
ety dated  December  23.  1703.  thank  them  for 
.their  grateful  and  acceptable  Prefent  of  Furni- 
ture for  their  Communion-Table  5  profe/fing 
that  it  was  a  great  Joy  to  them,  to  be  taken  No- 
tice of  by  fo  great  a  Body  :  They  defire  a  Con- 
tinuance of  the  Society's  Allowance  of  Fifty 
Pounds  per  Jnnum  to  their  Minifter  :  They  are 
building  a  Steeple,  and  are  enlarging  their  Church 
by  a  new  Gallery,  and  defire  to  be  continued 
under  the  Protection  of  the  Honourable  Society. 
The  Veftry  of  'Burlington  in  W.  N.  Jerfey^  by 
Letters  to  the  Society  dated  ^/?n7  2. 1704.  defire  to 
adore  the  Goodnefs  of  God  for  moving  the  Hearts 
of  the  Lords  Spiritual,  Nobles,  and  Gentry,  to  en- 
ter into  a  Society  for  Propagating  theGofpel  in  Foreign 
^arts  5  the  Benefit  of  which  they  have  already 
experienced,  and  hope  further  to  enjoy.  They 
have  joined  in  a  Subfcription  to  build  a  Church, 
which,  tho*  not  yet  near  finifli'd,  they  have 
heard  feveral  Sermons  in  it  5  but  are  not  able 
to  maintain  a  Minifter  without  the  A/Tiftance 
of  the  Society,  whereon  they  beg  God  tofliower 
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Jown  his  Bleffing  as  a  Reward  for  thiir  great 
Chancy  and  Care  for   the  Good  of  Souls 
The  Church-Wardens  and  Veftry  of  IBraintre'e 
m  m»-E,gk„d,  by  Letters  to  the  Bifhop  of 
£mdon,Oaober  .9.  i704.give  rheir  Teftimonf^ 
fs  to  Mr.  George  Mm/on,  returning  into  Enr^ 
ri'°  '*;7'«°'r  Orders  5  and  complain  thl 
hey  are  deft.tute  of  Help,  and  therefore  befeech 
his  Lordfbp  to  remember  them  who  are  as  a 
Sheep  without  a  Shepherd,    and  to  fend  over 
their  Reverend  Paftor   Mr.  Wil!,am  SanUy  to 
them^C^c  — The  Inhabitants  and  Freeholders  of 
the  1  own  of  Rye  and  Mamraneck.^  in  the  Pro- 
vinceof  M„.r.rVbecome  humble  Supplicants  to 
the  Lord  Bifhop  of  London,  thatMr.JfoJeph  Cleator, 
whofe  Affairs  required  his  Attendance  in  Endand^ 
might  obtain  fuch  an  Allowance  frorti  the  Socie- 
ty, as  with  what  they  were  able  to  give  him 
might  encourage  his  Return  among  them,  to 
teach  School,  for  the  Inftruaion  of  their  ChiHren. 
la  fhort,  many  other  publick  Letters  were  conti- 
nually feat  over,  by  which  it  appear'd,  that  the 
inhabitants  of  Hopewell  and  Maidenhead,    were 
building  a  Church,  and  defired  a  Minifter  and 
lonie Subfiftancc  for  him  That  there  wereChurch* 
es  building  at  Salm,  at  Amhy,  and  Eli^tbcth^. 

Jmn:  Tnat  the  Inhabitants  of  DoVer-Humlnd  in 
Keitt  Countv    hsA  fnkC-,-;  -.1  cc.  c,  r..       i 
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Seventeen  Shillings  in  ^enfilvania  Money^  to- 
wards the  Maintenance  of  a  Minifter:  That 
the  Inhabitants  of  North  and  South  Jppoquenimi' 
nek  Creeks  were  preparing  to  build  a  Church, 
defiring  a  Minifter  with  fifty  Pound  per  Annum 
from  the  Society,  and  hoping  to  add  lom^thing 
themfelves  towards  his  S'lbfiftance.  The  chief 
of  which  Inhabitants  have  fince  fent  over  an  Ad- 
drefs  to  the  Lord  Bifliop  of  London^  certifying 
that  they  have  a  very  commodious  Church  al- 
ready built,  and  that  they  earneftly  defire  a  pi- 
ous Minifter  to  refide  amongft  them,  to  guide 
and  inftrucS  them  in  Religion,  according  to  the 
Principles,  Doctrine  and  Worfhip  of  the  Church 
of  England^  for  whofe  Encouragement  they  had 
made  Subfcriptions  according  to  the  beft  of 
their  Abilities.  That  the  Veftry  of  St.  ^aulsin 
Chefter  or  Uplands^  did  crave  Advice  of  the  So- 
ciety, concerning  fome  Lands  given  to  the  Ufe 
of  the  Swedijh  Church  there,  and  fold  by  fome 
Swedes  to  a  Quaker,  how  to  recover  it  to  the 
Ufe  of  their  own  Englljh  Church :  They  are 
thankful  for  the  Society's  Contribution  to  the 
Maintenance  of  their  Minifter  Mr.  Nichols -^  and 
acknowledge  the  great  Favour  of  fending  fo 
good  and  worthy  Man  among  them. — That 
the  Minifter  and  Veftry  of  ^Philadelphia^  could 
never  be  fufficiently  thankful  to  Divine  Provi- 
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dencc  for  raifing  up  fuch  an  Honourable  Soci- 
ety to  maintain  the  Inrerefts  of  Religion  and 
to  engage  in  the  great  Work  of  promoting  che 
Salvation  of  Men  5  and  that  they  returned  their 
molt  thankful  Acknowledgemencs  for  the  Socie- 
ty s  pious  Care,  in  fending  over  the  Reverend 
Mr.  George  I{eith  and  his  AfTociate  Mr,  John  Tal- 
bot, whole  Labours  and  Converfation-  thev  very 
much  commend:  That  the  Mimfter  and>WVv 
of  Chefter  in  <Penfilvania,  did  blefs  God  for  put- 
""g.  "  '"^°  'he  Hearts  of  fo  many  charitable 
Chriltians  to  engage  in  ^he  great  Work  of  pro- 
moting the  Salvation  of  fuch  as  were  fo  widely 
removed  from  all  Conveniencies  of  Divine  Wor- 
jhip  J  They  arc  thankful  for  their  Minifter,  and 
tor  the  Society's  Support  of  him,  and  beg  the 
Continuance  of  their  Benevolence,  ct-c. 

To  complete  their  Correfpondence,*  the  Soci- 
ety have  obtained  many  large  and  good  Ac- 
counts of  the  State  of  Religion  in  all  our  feve- 
ral  Colonies  and  Plantations  abroad,  which  they 
carefully  preferve  among  their  other  Books  and 
Papers,  that  by  having  recourfe  to  chem,  they 
may  underftand  the  prefent  Condition  and  Cir- 
cuniftances  of  every  Place,  and  know  how 
moft  effeaually  to  anfwer  the  Wants  and  Oc- 
cafions  of  them.  They  have  the  prefent  S:ate 
of  Eafi-Jerjey,  m  feveral  Letters  from  Colonel 
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Lems  Morris^  with  a  particular  Mcmorid  writtetr 
by  him  concerning  the  State  of  Religion  in  both 
the  Eajl  and  fVefi  Jtrjm.      The  Condition  of 
Albany,  and  of  the   Indiaji  Borderers^  in    many 
Letters  from  Mi*.  DfUius  a  Dutcif  Minifter  long 
Kfidem  in  that  Town,     Of  Carolina,  in  feveral 
A.ccou'ats  aad  a  large  Meraoriai  from  Mr.  5^ 
mud  Thomas.     Of  Vu'ginia^  in  a  conflant  iCorre- 
fpondenoe  with  the  laic  Governour  Colonel  Ni-^ 
choljon,    Oi Mary'Lanly'misMit  pfinted  Me.mori- 
'als  of  Dr.  Thomas  Sray.     Tfae  State  of  tfae  Cauii- 
try  oiWeft^heJier^  ifi  many  excelient  Letters  from 
Colonel  Caleb  HeatkoL     Ofthe  whole  Prx^vince 
of  NeW'Iorliy  in  Letters  from  the   hononrabk 
Lord  Cwnbury  the  Govjeroour,  and  ixQm  feveral 
of  oiir  Miffionaries,  and  from  the  Convocation 
of  the  Clergy  aflembled  zt  New-fork^,     An  Ac- 
count of  the  State  of  Religion  w-ithin  all  the  £/2— 
glifh  Plantations  m  North- America,  by  Colonei 
Dudley,  Governoiii:  of  NetP-Englafid,     A   large 
Letter  aboutt  the  Sute  of  Quakerifm  in  Norths 
America,  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  George  ^^i^'^,  who 
has  fince  publifhd  his  Journal  of  Travels  in  his 
Miflion  thro^  raoft   of  thefc  Pait-s.     A  humMe 
Memorial  of  Robert  Livingfton,  Secretary  for  the 
Indian  Affairs  in  the  TroVince  of  New- York.  The 
State  of  the  Church'  in  the   Province  of  NeW' 
Jork,^  humbly  tendred  to  the  moft  liluftrio^  So- 
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ciety  for  propagating  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign 
Parts  by  Mr.  Con^re-^e,  a  Domeftick  of  the  Lord 
Cornhury.  A  true  and  jufl:  Account  of  Mr. 
Skirs  Miffion  to  North-Carolina  —  A  fummary 
Recount  of  the  State  of  the  Church  in  the  Pro- 
vince of  fenftbaniay  as  it  was  prefcnted  to  a 
Meeting  of  the  Clergy  of  the  Province. of  Nei/?- 
T^r^,  Nem-Jerfey^  and  ^enftlvanla^  OEloher  ii.. 
1704-  A  Memorial  relating  to  the  Want  of  Mi- 
nifters  in  Newjound-laml  And  many  other  fta- 
ted^Accounts  and  occafional  Informations,  that 
tend  to  "a  perfecSt  Knowledge  of  thofe  Foreign 
Parts  which  the  Society  take  under  their  Cog- 
nifance  and  Care. 

5"  2J.  To  communicate  their  good  Defigns^/^,.,^co/„ 
to  other  ProteftarM:  Nations,  this  Society  have '-^//'^^^^cc, 
held  a   Correfpondence    with  many    eminent 
Perfons  and  Bodies  of  the  Reformed  Churches, 
and  have  received  from  them  a  great  Approba- 
tion of  their  good  Defigns,  with  earneft  Advi- 
ces and  Requefts,  to  carry  on  the  good  and  glo- 
rious Work  of  propagating  the  Gofpelj  't^c.  As    . 
in  Latin  Letters,  from  the  Church  of  St.  Gall  in 
Swit:^  'i«^/,  aflembled  in  Synod  May  11.  1702, 
From  a  Synod  of  the  Grijons  dated  June  6.  1 702, 
congratulating   their  mutual  Enjoyment   of  a 
Union  of  Faith  in  the  Bond  of  Peace  v/ith  the 
Chuxch  oi  En^lmdj  and  acquainting  the  Society 
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tliat  they  ha»ee  received  the  Papers  and  Accounts  of 
their  Inftitucion  and  Defigns,  and  have  communi- 
cated them  to  ail  the  Minifters  in  their  feveral 
Churches ;  and  have  appointed  (eleft  Perfons  to 
correfpond  with  the  Society ,<2>c.  From  the  Learned 
Mr.  John  Leonhard-i  in  the  Name  of  the  Proteftant 
Grifons^  dated  May  17.  1705.  ble/fing  God  for 
the  pious  and  Chriftian  Zeal  of  the  Society, 
and  praying  for  Succefs  to  their  Honourable 
Undertakings.  ,  From  the  fame  Perlon  OElober 
3  o.  1 70^*  acknowledging  rhc  Receipt  of  Letters 
from  the  Society,  and  commending  their  glori- 
ous Endeavours  for  Propagaiion  ot  the  Gofpel. 
From  the  pons  Monfieur  Ofte>Vald^  Paftor  of 
New/chattel y  December  5.  1704.  returning  his 
Thanks  to  the  Corporation,  for  the  Honour 
they  had  done  him,  in  electing  him  a  Member,  and 
promifing  to  promote  the  Defigns,  and  purfue 
the  Orders  of  the  illuftrious  Society.  —  From 
the  Reverend  CoUegues  Meflieurs  Tronchin  and 
TurretiHy  d2LtQd  Geneya^Decemher  19.  1704.  expref- 
fing  then*  mofl;  hearty  Thanks  to  the  Society 
for  the  Honour  done  them  in  ^iflbciating  them 
to  that  Honourable  Body  5  and  afluring  the  So- 
ciety that,  in  Duty  and  Gratitude,  they  will  omit 
nothing  in  their  Power  towards  the  promoting 
thofe  pious    Defigns;  and  taking  Occalion    to 


mendon  3  That  they  had  already  proceeded 
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render  the  Divine  Wordiip  in  their  Church,  as 
conformable  as  might  be  to  the  Englifh  Liturgy, 
and  will  imploy  their  Lives  to  bring  it  nearer 
if  po/fible.   —  Another  Letter  from  Monficur 
Ofter)fald,  dared   December    3.   1704.   intimating 
his   farther  Acknowledgments    of    beincr    ad- 
mitted of  the  Number   of  that  illuftrious   and 
venerable  Aflembly,  and  declaring  his  moft  fin- 
cere  and  refpeclfui  inclinations  for  their  Church 
and.  their  Society  5  and  that  as  a  Teftimony  of 
it,  they   had    eftabiidi'd    the    ordinary   Divine 
Service  in  rhe  City  o(  New/chattel  upon  the  Pat- 
tern of  the  Englijh. —   From  Mr.  John  Jacob  Sche- 
rer^  dated  at  St.  Gallen,  December  16,  1704.  ex- 
pre/firg  himfelf  full  of  Zeal  and  Readincfs  to 
give  rhe  Society  any  Satisfaftion,  and  referring 
to  what  he  had  written   to   the  Reverend   Dr. 
Woodward  for  his  prefent  Labours  in   this  Kind 
of  Study. — With  feveral  other  Letters  from  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Jofc/j  LeonhardM  nidcx  of  theGoC- 
pel  at  Chigen  in  the  Town  of  Sefamnie  among 
the  Gri/i?M5,and  the  Reverend  M.Otto  GraJs^Dc^n  of 
the  upper  League  in  the  Grifon  Churches,and  again- 
from  Meflieurs  Tronchin  and  Turretin  with  a  Copy 
of  the  Divine  Service,    as  agreeable  as  may  be 
to  the  EngHJJ?  Liturgy  now  eftabliflid  in    the 
Churches  of  the  Grifons^  &c.  In  all  which  Foreigr^ 
Letters,  proper  Anlwers  and  Replies  were  2ivea 
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in  the  Name  and  by  the  Order  of  the  Sodiety,' 

fubfcribed  by  the  Secretary  John  Chamherkym 
Efquirc. 

'jnyiicuir-r  ^  ij^.  It  muft  bc  ftirthcr  obferved,  That  the 
'%f cinch  Society  have  taken  Care  to  ptof^agatc  Chriftian 

^'/Hn^iand.  Religion  according  to  the  Purity  of  Faith 
and  Wbrfhip  proleft  and  eftablifli'd  in  the 
Church  of  England^  and  have  conlulted  the  Ho- 
nour and  Intereft  oi  om  EngUjh  Church,  by  all 
the  faireft  and  moft  efFcdual  Ways  and  Means. 
Upon  this  honed  View,  they  have  taken  Care 
to  fend  no  Miffionaries,  but  fuch  ?,s,  among  o- 
th^r  Qualifications,  have  a  good  Atteftation  of 
their  jffeEliou  to  the  prc/ent  Government^  and  of 
their  Conformity  to  the  "Dqtlrine  and  IHfdf  line  of  the 
Church  o/^  England.  And  in  their  Requeft  to 
the  Bifhops  and  Arch-Deacons,  for  recommen- 
ding to  them  fit  Minifters  to  be  fent  abroad^ 
ihey  declare,  that  their  Subfiftance  and  Encou- 
ragement fliall  be  given  only  to  thofe  who  de- 
vote themjelves  to  the  Service  of  God^  by  propagating 
and  promoting  the  G  of  pel  in  the  Truth  and  J^Urity 
of  ity  according  to  the  i)oElrine^  T>ifciplii.fiy  and  Wor^ 
j[hip  ejlablijl?ed  in  the  Church  of  England.  And 
among  the  Inftruftions  given  to  their  Miffiona- 
ries, they  do  dired  them  that  they  confcientiouf- 
ly  oblerve  the  Rule  of  our  Liturgy  in  the  Per- 
formance of  all  the  Offices  of  their  Miniftry, 
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That  beficfes  the  ftaced  Service  appointed  for 
Snmlays  and  HoIy^Days,  they  do,  as  far  as  they 
ihp!.  find  It  prafticable,  publickly  read  the  dai- 
ly  Morning  and  Evening  Service  ...  That  they 
confider  the  Qualifications  of  thofe  whom  they 
admit  to  the  LordVSupper,  accordincr  to  the 
Diredlions  of  the  Kubricks  in  our  Limray  .-. 
That  they  explain  the  Church  Catechifm^'in  the 
moft  eafic  and  familiar  Manner  ™  That  they 
frequently  vifit  their  refpedive  Pariniioners, 
thofe  of  our  own  Communion ,  to  keep  them 
fteady  in  the  Profeffion  and  Pradice  of  Rcliai. 
on,  as  taught  in  the  Church  of  England.  Thofe 
that  oppole  us,  or  diffent  from  us,  to  convince 
and  reclaim  them  with  a  Spirit  of  Meckne/s  and 
Crtntlenejs.  And  to  encourage  the  EngUp?  De- 
cency and  Order  in  the  feveral  Plantatioa 
Churches,  the  Society  have  expended  above  two 
hundred  and  fifty  Pounds,  in  large  Bibles  and 
Foho  Common-Prayer  Books,  for  publick  Ufe 
and  Service  3  and  more  than  two  hundred 
Pounds,  in  fmall  Common-Prayer  Books,  Cate- 
chifms,  and  Expofitions,  to  be  diftributed  gra- 
tis among  the  People :  And  for  an  Example,  to 
furnifli  the  Churcljps  with  luicable  Ornaments, 
they  have  feht  over  two  diftlna:  Services  of 
Communion  Cups  and  Patens  in  Silver,  with 
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Pulpit  Cloths  and  Cufliions,  and  Carpets  and  U'^ 
nen  for  the  Communion-Table. 

§  i^»  They  have  been  likewifc  careful  of 
recommending  the  Difcipline  of  the  Church  of 
England,  as  far  as  the  Conftitution  of  thofe 
Countries  will  poffibly  ad  j  The  Wane  of 
a  Bifhop  or  Suffragan  in  thoic  Parts  was  ofr  n 
complained  of  in  Letters  and  Reports  from 
thence,  and  was  therefore  conCdered  in  feveral 
Committees  :  And  a  Committee  was  at  lail  ap- 
pointed to  prepare  a  State  of  this  Matter,  in  order  ta 
be  offered  to  the  Conftderation  of  the  Attorney  GenC' 
raly  or  others  of  the  Queens  Council  learned  in  the 
Law.  Whkb  State  was  accordingly  prepared, 
and  called,  The  Cafe  of  Suffragan  Stfhops  for  Fo^ 
reign  Tarts  briefly  propofed ,  in  feveral  Obfervations 
and  Queries.  And  this  Matter  has  been  carri- 
cd  as  far  as  the  Difficulties  in  it  would  hitherto 
allow,  and  is  under  fuch  farther  Solicitation  and 
Advances,  that  we  hope  fliortly  to  (ee  a  happy 
Surcefs  of  ir.  In  the  mean  time,  all  young 
Students  in  thofe  Parts,  who  deiire  Epifcopal 
Ordination,  are  invited  into  England^  and  their 
Expences  of  coming  and  returning  are  to  be 
defrayed  by  the  Society,  in  purfuance  of  an  Or- 
rfer  made  to  that  EflPc<a.  And  the  Form  of  a 
Letter  was  prepared,  and  allow'd  to  be  fent  tcK 
the  GoveruGur  of New^England^  and  one  oflike 


Importance   to  the  Epifcopal  Clergy  in  thofc 
Parts,  incouraging  the  fending  over  hither  (uch 
young  Students  as  are  inclinable  to  be  ordained 
and  to  embrace  the  Miffion.  ' 

^  26.  If  any  Attempts  be  made  in  any  of  ourc.,../z>,r. 
1  lantations,  that  are  prejudicial  to  the  Rights  and^'>''«- 
Liberties  of  the  Church  and  Clergy  in  thofe  Parts  5 
The  Society  do  fo  far  take  Notice  of  them,  as  to 
withdraw  their  Affiftance  of  fending,  or  main- 
taming  Miffionaries  in  any  fuch  Province,  till  the 
Injury  be  removed  or  repaired.  Hence  a  Com- 
mittee  at  St.  fPaul\  took  lately  into  their  Gon- 
fideration  a  certain  Claufe  in  a  late  Aft  of  Ge- 
neral  Aflembly  in  South-Carolina,  November  4. 
1704.  Entituled,  An  AH  for  the  EJiabUp^ment  of 
^lipous  Worjhip,  &c.  importing  that  the  Reclors 
or  Minifters  fliall  be  removeablc  by  Authority 
of  certain  Lay-Commiffioners,  or  the  major 
Pan  of  them,  upon  Complaint  of  their  Irregula- 
rity or  Indifcretion,  made  by  fuch  a  Part  oT 
the  Inhabitants:  When  they  had  deliberately 
confidered  this  Branch  of  the  Aft,  chey  came 
to  this  Opinion,  "  That  by  Virtue  hereof,  the 
"  Minifters  in  South'-Carolina  will  be  too  rnuch 
''^  fubjeded  to  the  Pleafure  of  the  People  5  and 
^'1  therefore  they  agree  to  recommend  rhis^Mac- 
'^  ter  to  the  Wifdom  of  the  Lord  Arch-Bifliop  of 
"  Canterbury  and  Bifliop  of  London,  to  take  kich 
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'^  Care  therein  as  they  flull  think  proper.  This> 
Opinion  was  confirmed  by  the  unanimous  Judg- 
ment of  the  Society  at  their  next  Meeting,  who 
refolvedto  fend  orfupporcno  Mi/Tionarics  with* 
in  that  Province,  till  the  laid  At^b  or  that  Claufc 
of  it  was  annulled.  But  bccaufe  Mr.  Thomas 
and  other  Miflionaries  attending  the  Society  had 
been  before  appointed  for  that  Place,  it  was 
therefore  referr'd  to  a  Committee  ,  whether 
they  fliould  be  ftopt  in  their  intended  Voyage, 
by  detaining  the  Society's  Allowance  to  them  3, 
or  whether  they  fhould  proceed  on  the  Society's 
Account.  And  accordingly  a  Committee 
came  to  this  Opinion,  That  it  may  be  very  pre- 
judicial to  the  Minifters  that  are  appointed 
to  South'Carolhiay  to  put  a  Scop  to  the  fending 
rhem  over  to  thofe  Parts,  by  Reafon  that  all  of 
them  have  akeady  received  half  a  Year's  advan- 
ced Allowance  from  the  Society,  together  with 
rfieir  refpecStive  Shares  of  Books,  and  have  taken 
their  Pafiages  for  the  faid  Country,  aAd  put 
their  EfFeds  on  Board,  and  one  of  them  was 
adually  gone  away  ;  but  that  the  faid  Miffiona- 
ries  fhould  not  be  allowed  ta  continue  in  their  faid 
Mi/Tions  any  longer  than  during  the  Space  of  one 
whole  Year  after  their  Arrival  in  South-Carolina^ 
unlefs  theClaufes  in  the  faid  Ad  of  Aflembly, 
excepted   againft  by  the  Society,  be  refcinded^ 
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and  the  Matter  be  put  into  an  Ecclcfiaftical  Me- 
thod. And  they  farther  agreed,  That  each  of  the 
Miflionarics  appointed  to  South-Ctrolhrn,  (liall 
have  Copies  of  all  the  Refoliitions  relating  to 
thefaid  Aft  of  Aflfembly,  o*c,  itgned  by  the  Se- 
cretary.  While  this  Affair  was  upon  the  Thoughts 
of  the  Society,  who  confirmed  the  Opinions'  of 
the  Committee,  they  were  relieved  from  all  far^ 
ther  Concern  in  it,  by  irs  coming  under  the 
Cognilance  of  the  Right  Honourable  the  Houfe 
of  Lords,  by  Means  ofa  Petition  oi  Jojc^h'Boom 
Merchant,  on  behalf  of  himfelf  and  many  other 
Inhabitants  of  the  Province  of  CiYolina,  (Sec.  to 
the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  Spiritual  and 
Temporal  in  Parliament  aflcmbled,  fliewing  a- 
mong  other  Things, '^  That  the  Ecclefiaffical 
''  Government  of  the  laid  Colony  is  under  the 
''Jurifdidtion  of  the  Lord  Biflhop  of  London: 
''  But  the  Governour  and  his  Adherents  have  at 
^Mafl:,  which  the  faid  Adherents  had  often  threat- 
''  ned,  totally  abolifted  it  :  For  the  fliid  A(Tcm«> 
''  bly  hath  lately  paded  an  Aft,  whereby  twenty 
'' Lay-Perfons  therein  named,  are  made  aCor- 
'  poration,  for  the  Exercife  of  feveral  exorbi- 
'  tanc  Powers,  to  the  great  Injury  and  Oppref- 
fion  of  the  People  in  general,  and  for  the  Ex- 
^^^  ercife  of  all  Ecclefiaftical  Jurifdiftion,  with  ab-- 
[\  lolute  Power   to  deprive  any  Minifter  of  the  : 
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''  church  o(  England  of  his  Benefice,  not  only  for 
''  his  Inimorality,  but  even  for  his  Impaidence, 
"  or  for  innumerable  Prejudices  and  Animofi* 
''  ties  between  fuch  Minifter  and  his  Parifli.  And 
"  the  only  Church  of  England  Minifter,  that  is 
"  eftabliftied  in  the  faid  Colony,  the  Reverend 
^^  Mr.  Edward  Mar/ion^  hafh  already  been  cited 
"  before  their  Board  5  which  the  Inhabitants  of 
"  that  Province  take  to  be  a  high  Ecclefiaftical 
"  Commiffion  Court,  deftru(5live  to  the  very 
"  Being  and  Effencc  of  the  Church  of  England^ 
"  and  to  be  had  in  the  utmoft  Deteftation  and 
''  Abhorrence  by  every  Man  that  is  not  an  Ene- 
"  my  to  our  Conftitution  in  Church  and  State. 
The  Houfe  of  Lords  hereupon  entered  upon  a 
particular  Confideration  olr  this  A61,  and  came 
to  the  following  Refolution  ;  "  That  it  is  the 
"  Opinion  of  this  Houfe,  that  the  A(5t  of  the 
^'  AHembly  in  Carolina^  lately  part  there,  and 
*'  fince  figned  and  feal'd  by  John  Lord  GranVtlle 
*'  palatine  for  himfelf,  and  for  the  Lord  Carteret^ 
"  and  the  Lord  CraVen^  and  by  Sir  John  Colletorty 
"  four  of  the  Proprietors  of  that  Province,  in  or- 
"der  to  the  ratifying  of  ir,  Intituled,  An  JH  for 
"  the  EJlahliJhment  of  ^ligious  Worflnp  in  this  Tro^ 
^'^Vmcey  according  to  the  Church  of  England,  and 
"  for  the  ercHing  of  Churches  for  the  ^tiblick^  Wor- 
'  fiip   of  Godj  and  alfo   for  the  Maintenance    of 
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'*  Miniflers,  and  the  building  convenient  Houfes  for 
''them,  fo  far  forth  as  the  fame  relates  to  the 
"  eftablifhing  a  Commiflion  for  the  difplacing 
^'  the  Redtors  or  Minifters    of   the    Churchel 
^  there,  is  not  warranced  by  the  Charrer  gran- 
'^^  ted  to  the  Proprietors  of  that  Colony,  as  be- 
^''ingnot  confonant  to  Reafon,  repugnant  to  the 
^^Laws  of  this  Realm,   and   deftriiftive  to  the 
Conftitution  of  the  Church  of  England.    This 
Refolution  of  the  Houfe  of  Lords,  with  another 
relating  to  a  fecond  Ad  of  Affembly  in  Carolina, 
was  laid  before  her  Majefty  in  an  humble  Ad* 
drefs  of  their  Lordfliips,  to  which  her  Majefty 
returned  a  moft  Gracious  Anfwer  5  and  by  her 
Royal  Wifdom,  this   Matter  of  Complaint  was 
effeaually  taken  away. 

J  17.  To  return  to  the  Society :  They  have^,,,;w../ 
taken  Care  to  manage  the  Truft  committed  to''^^^'"^- 
them  in  the  beft  Method  and  Order,  that  the 
Nature  of  publick  Bufinefs  will  admit  of:  They 
have  had  ftanding  Committees  Meeting  at  leaft 
once  a  Week  in  the  Chapter-Hoiife  of  St.  Taufs, 
London^  to  receive  any  Propofals,  or  prepare  any 
Matters,  or  to  agree  and  report  any  References 
made  to  them.     And    the  Opinion    of  thefc 
Committees  upon  any  fuch  Debates,  is  laid  be- 
fore the  Society  at  their  monthly  and  quarterly 
Meetings,  in  his  Grace s. Library  at   St.  Martins^ 
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in  Weflminjler,  Their  Annual  Meeting  on  the 
third  Friday  in  February^  hath  been  generally  held 
in  the  Veftry  of  Sow-Church  in  Londo?!  3  where, 
..after  the  Choice  of  Prcfident,  Vice-Prefidents, 
Secretary,  Auditors, Trcafurer,^*:'.  there  has  been 
a  folemn  Sermon  preach'd  on  that  Occafion,  by 
feme  one  Member  of  the  Society  ^  and  hasbeea 
generally  publifh'd  at  the  Defire  of  the  Society« 
As  F/;-/?,  A  Sermon  preach'd  before  the  Society 
for  the  Tropagation  of  the  Go/pel  in  Foreign  J^arts^ 
at  their  Firji  Yearly  Meeting  on  Friday  February 
20.  170^  at  St.  Mary-k'Bow^  by  Richard  IFiltis^. 
D.D.  Dean  of  Lincoln,  on  *PM.  i.  27  "- ftriVmg 
together  for  the  Faith  of  the  GofpeL  The  Second 
Annual  Sermon  was  preach'd  m  the  fame  Church, 
by  the  Right  Reverend  the  Lord  BilTiop  of 
Worceftery  on  Friday  March  19.  170^.  And  the 
Thanks  of  the  Society  was  return'd  to  his  Lord- 
ihip,  with  a  Dcfire  to  print  the  faifie  :  And  tho' 
a  Misfortune  hindred  for  fome  time,  the  Society 
are  ftill  in  Hopes  of  the  Publication  of  it.  The 
Third  Anniverfary  Sermon  was  delivered  by  the 
Right  Reverend  the  Bifliop  of  Sarum^  and  at  the 
Requeft  of  the  Society,  was  publifhed  with  the 
Title,  ''  0/  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofpel  in  Foreign 
^'  ^arts,  A  Sermon  preach'd  at  Sr.  Mary-leSow^ 
'' February  18.  170^  before  the  Society  incorpo- 
'Vraced  for  tliat  Purpofe3  exhorting  all  Perfons  in 

"  their 


^•^  their  Stations  to  affift  fo  glorious  a  DefuTa; 
on  MaL  1 .  I  I .  For  from  the  rifing  of  the  Sim,  unto  the 
going  down  of  the  fame^  my  Name  Jl?all  be  great 
among  the  Gentiles-^  and  in  eVery  <Place^  Incen/e JJ?all 
be  offered  unto  my  Name,  and  a  pure  Offering :  For 
rny  Name  jhall  be  great  among  the  Heathen,  faith 
the  Lord  of  Hofis.  A  Fourth  Anniverfary  Ser- 
mon was  preach'd,  and  at  the  Requeft  of  the  So- 
ciety was  publilTi'd  by  the  Right  Reverend  Fa- 
ther in  God  John  Lord  Bifhop  of  Coventry  and 
Litchfield,  on  Friday  Februa}y  1 6.  i/Oj.  — Ads  17. 
30,  31.  Aid  the  times  of  this  Ignorance  God  wmk:- 
ed  at  •  but  now  commandeth  all  Men  eVery  ivhere  to 
repent :  ^ecaufe  he  hath  appointed  a  Day,  tn  the  which  he 
will  judge  the  IVorld  in  ^ghteoufnefs,  by  that  Mmi 
whom  he  hath  orAained.  And  at  the  laft  Annual 
Meeting,  in  the  Church  of  St.  Lawrence-Jewry 
London,  on  Friday  February  fj.  170I,  A  Ser- 
mon was  preach'd  by  the  Right  Reverend,  the 
Lord  Bifliop  of  Chlchefier,  on  Jcis  16.  9.  And  a 
Vtfion  appear  d  to  Taul  In  the  Night :  There  flood  a 
Man  of  Macedonia,  and  prayed  him,  faying^  Come  oVer 
into  Macedonia,  and  help  us.  All  which  Sermons 
have  been  printed,  and  in  great  Numbers  dif- 
pers'd  by  the  Society  at  their  publick  Expence  : 
And  it  may  be  reniembred,  that  before  the 
Courfe  of  thefc  Annual  Sermons,  there  uns  a 
Sermon  on  this  Subject  publiOi'd  by  Dr.  "Oy- 
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mas  ^ray,  with  this  Tide,  Jpc/lolicli  Charity^ 
its  Nature  and  Excellence  confidered,  in  a  Dif- 
courfeupon  Dan,  12.  j.  Preach'd  at  St.  Taul's^ 
December  19.  1697.  at  the  Ordination  of  fome 
Proteftant  Miffionaries  to  be  fenc  into  the  Plan- 
tations. To  which  is  prefixed,  a  general  View 
hf  the  EnglijJ?  Colonies  in  America,  with  Refped: 
to  Religion  :  In  order  to  fhew  what  Piovifion 
is  wanting  for  the  Propagation  of  Chriftianity  in 
rhofe  Parts.  With  Propofals  for  the  Encourage- 
ment and  promoting  of  Religion  and  Learning 
in  the  Foreign  Plantations,  and  to  induce  fuch  of 
the  Clergy  of  this  Kingdom,  as  are  Perfons  of 
Sobriety  and  Abilities,  to  accept  of  a  Miffion  in- 
to thofe  Parts.  Aslikewife  the  Means  0/ ok ain^ 
ing  fuch  Parochial  Libraries,  attefted  and  com- 
mended by  the  Arch-Biflbops  and  Biflhops  of 
England   and  Ireland. 

fi:^'^::/^  ^  ^tS.  in  profecuting  and  fupporting  thefe 
Excellent  Defigns,  the  Society  have  b-en  at  ve- 
ry great  Expences,  the  ftated  Salaries,  and  occa- 
fional  Gifts  and  Rewards  beftow'd  on  their 
refpeftive  Mjfllonaries,  have  already  amounted  to 
above  two  thousand  fix  hundred  Pounds.  The 
larger  Bibles  and  Common-Prayer-Books  fenc 
over  for  the  Ufe  of  Churches  and  Libraries,  have 
exceeded  the  Sum  of  two  hundred  and  fiftvr 
Founds.,     And  more  than  two  hundred  Pounds 

have 


have  been  expended  in  fmaller  Common^Pmv- 
er  Book;  and  Catechifms,  to  be  di/perft  amona 
the  poorer  and  younger  People.  There  have 
been  many  other  particular  Disbnrfements  in 
paHing  the  Charter :  In  printing  and  difpcrfing 
Cop.es  of  It:  In  the  engraving  Seals  and  CoppBrl 
Plates :  In  printing  Maps  and  Carts  for  the  better 
Kriowledge  of  thofe  Parts:  In  the  Impre/fion  and 
Diftribution  of  great  Numbers  of  Sermons,  Ac 
counts  Summons,  Abftrads,  Orders,  Inftruft.- 
ons,  and  other  Papers  relating  to  the  ?W  Wod  ■  # 

In  maintaining  -  large  and  frequent  Correfpon- 
dence  at  home  and  abroad :  In  ereAing-  and 
encouraging  of  Charity-Schools  in  fome  of  the 
moft  populous  Towns  in  Jmerica,  according  to 
the  noble  Examples  given  of  late  Years  in  B,.- 
land:  In  fupplying  fome  Libraries  with  convl- 
nient  Books,  and  fome  Churches  with  fuitable 
Ornameiits:  In  employing  or  affifting  Cate- 
chifts  and  School-Mafters  to  inftruft  the  Chrifti- 
an  Youth,  and  if  pofllble  to  convert  the  adulc 
Heathens :  With  many  ocher  incidental  Char- 
ges unavoidable   and  very  confiderable. 

§  29.  The  Fund  for  anfwering  thefe  greatn„v/^ 
Occafions,  has  been  laid  and  lupplieJ  by  tht^"=r.cv7iLc. 
Providence  of  Gcd,  in  movi-.g  :he  Hearts  of  the 
feveral  Members  to  make  their  own  imrnedi- 
ate  OflFenngs,  and  Annual  Subfcriptious  in  Qiiar- 
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terly  Payments:     To  invite  in  new  Members 
of  the  faireft  Reputation  for  Piety  and  Chari- 
ty :    To  foUicit  the  more  wealthy  and  well  dif- 
pofed   Citizens    for    their     Countenance     and 
Affiftancejefpecially  thofe  Merchants  whom  God 
has  blefs'd  in  their  trading   into  thofe  Plantati- 
ons:  To  fend  their  Deputations  into  moft  Parts 
of  Englnnd^  and  lodge  them  in  the  Hands  of  wor- 
thy Men,   for  taking  and  returning  any  Bene- 
factions that  fliall  be  made  by  the  Clergy  and 
People  in  Cities,  Towns^  or  neighbouring  Parts 
of  the  Country  :  And  to  ufe  all  the  other  honeft 
and  modePc  Ways  and  Means  of  promoting  the 
Intercfl:  of  the  Society,  in  a  pubiick  Spirit,  for 
the  pubiick  Good.      And  thefe  Endeavours  have 
had  fo  good  an  Influence  on  the  Minds  of  ma- 
ny worthy  Perfons  5  that  many  Remittances  of 
Charity  have  been  made  from  a  Society  of  the 
Clergy  in   Vcyonjhire^  and  efpecially   from  the 
Gentry  and  others  in  and  near  Exeter^   by   the 
Hands  of  Mx,Q{ichaYd  I\ing  :  From  the  Clergy  of 
the  Diocefs  of  Tor^,  by  the  Countenance  of  the 
Arch-Bifhop,  and  the  Care  of  his  Grace's  Chap- 
lain, the  Reverend  Dr.  Dering :  From  the  Gen- 
tlemen and   Clergy   in    Lmolnpnre^   thro'    the 
Hands  of  the  Reverend  Mr.  Jdamfon^  Reftor  of 
SmtonCogleSy  and  Mr.  EVans^  Redor  oi  Uffing'- 
ham  :  From  the  Clergy  and  others  in  Northampton^ 
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pure,  by  the  Hands  of  the  Reverend  Vt^  1{mohU' 
Chancellour  of  the  Diocefs  of  tetul^rn-ow^h^  Sc', 
From  feveral  Divines  in  Sw/o/4,  tninlmi^ced  lo 
the  Reverend  Mr.  Shute :  From  feme  of  the 
Clergy  and  others  in  ShropJJ?ire,  returned  by  rhe 
Reverend  Dr.  Wroe,  Warden  of  Manchejlcr  College  : 
From  Perfons  deputed  by  the  Society  in  Camar- 
thernj}?ire  and  TemLroke/J)ire^  remitted  by  the  Ho- 
nourable Sir  John  Thilips,  Sec.  Many  Perfons  have 
lent  in  their  generous  Contributions  with  a  mo- 
deft  Concealment  of  their  Names  3  as  feveral 
Sums  of  twenty  or  thirty  Pounds  have  been  fa 
delivered  by  the  Lord  Bifliop  of  Sarum,  by  Dr. 
!BeVendge,  now  Bifhop  of  St.  jjaph^  by  Dr.  Maple- 
toft,  Mi\  Torna}io,  Mr.  Stubs ^  Mr.  Secretary  C/?.wz- 
krlayne,  Mr. 'Bowers,  Lord  Arch-Bifiiop  of  Tor^, 
Mr.  Shute,  Mr.  'Srewfter,  Mr.  Gib/on,  Mr.  Jnlmg- 
ton,  Mr.  Waddmgton,  Colonel  Colchefter,  Mr„ 
Meax,  as  the  Entries  lie  upon  our  Books.'  The 
moft  confiderable  of  thefe  Prefents  from  un* 
known  Hands,  were  the  Sonfi  of  fifty  Pounds., 
brought  to  the  Society  by  the  Reverend  Mn 
"Broughton-^  one  hundred  Pounds  by  Mx,  Hoar - 
one  hundred  ?.nd  fifty  Pounds  by  the  Hands  of 

the  Reverend  Mr.  Hanky as   (ent   from 

Perfons  who  dejlre  to  be  conceatd :   But  the  great  - 
eft  Benefadbion  of  this  kind  was  made  on  the 
27^h  of  March  1 702.  when  Dr,  Mtpletoft  repor-- 
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led,  Thar  a  Pcrfon,  who  defired  to  be  unknown, 
had  fenr  by  him  a  Prefeiit  of  one  thoiifand  Pounds, 
and  dtfired  it  might  be  laid  out  in  Lands,  or 
Renr-Charaes,  or  othcrwife,  for  the  life  of  the 
Society  and  their  Succeflbrs  for  ever.  The 
Name  of  the  Perlon  was  reh'gioufly  conceal'd 
till  afrer  herDeceafe,\vhen  this  Minute  was  enter'd 
upon  ourRegiflcr  February  i.  1705.  ''Whereas 
"  the  Sum  of  one  thoufand  Pounds  was  fent  as  a 
"  Benefaction  to  this  Society,  from  an  unknown 
''  Perfon,  by  the  Hands  of  the  Reverend  Dr.  John 
'^  Mapktoft^  the  faid  Dr.  Mapktoft  does  now  in- 
"  form  the  Society,  that  the  faid  unknown  Per- 
"  fon  is  lately  deceased,  and  that  therefore  he  is 
*'  now  at  Liberty  to  impart  her  Name  and  Qiia- 
"lity,  which  were  before  conceal'd  by  her  own 
"  Command :  She  ivas  Dame  Jane  Holman,  the 
"  <B^ltB;  0/ Sir  John  Holman  0/ Wefton  in  North- 
"  amptondiire,  a  Lady  of  great  Humility^  J^iety^  and 
"  Charity.  This  Sum  of  one  thoufand  Pounds, 
with  the  Addition  of  two  hundred  fixty  one 
Pounds  Eleven  Shillings,  has  been  laid  out  in  the 
Purchafe  of  an  Eftate  lying  in  the  Parifh  of 
Seauchamp  St.  J^aufs  in  EJfex^  by  the  faithful 
and  generous  Care  of  Mr.  Vigerius  Edwards , 
Member  of  this  Society.  Several  other  Perfons, 
in  divers  Parts  of  England^  have  fent  up  their 
Benevolence  to  the  Secretary,  to  the  Treafurer, 
;  .  and 


11   u.r  l^'"'^"'^    <""ch   as   the  Revcrencf 
Mr.miier   Redor  of  B,lli,>^,   an  i  Mr.  mckwclL 
Reftor  ot  Urampton   in  Northampionlhire :    The 
Reverend  Mr.  £W  W^.J^f,,,,  che  Honour.,- 
ble  Colonc     Colde/ler,  S.r    fF,7/„„„  2),,/^,    5;^ 
Thomas  Trollop,  Sir  £</«,W  Seaward,  the  Reve- 
rb?/ J^f*   "^T"''  ^"""^  ^y  ^he  Hands  of  Dr. 
Kv  !.     u  ' '  J  '''^'^^^^^^"d  Dr.  Jonathan  Edwards, 
^  by  ^he  H.,nds  of  Mr.  Stuhs,  the  Reverend  Dr 
James  %«»  ProfelTor  of  Divinity   in  CamM.e, 
by  the  Hands  of  Dr.  Stanhope:  The  Reverend 
Dr  r/;o/-/>,  Mr.  Meadows,  Mr.  ^.,/fo„,  Mr.  George 

iA'      f;  ^'4?^''"'  °^  ^/'>«'  ^^"-  ^'"/^f""  of 
^/«.^or,  Mr.  Turner,  Mr.  0.^«r«,  the  Reverend 

^'^■Stamo,  Mr.  77««^/,/(,„ .  and  in  particular,  the 
Right   Honourable  the  Earl  of 'Beriley,  by  the 
Hands  of  Mr.  Ncl/on.     The  Charity  of  contri- 
buting to  theie  pious  Ufes,  has  been  fo  imiverfal- 
ly  Approvd,  thatlome  devout  Perfons  have  be- 
queathed confiderable  Leg.icies  to  the  Society 
for  carrying  on  the  Propagation  of  the  Gofper 
On  February  ,8.     ,705.  The    Lord  Biftop  of 
Chuhefter  reported,  That  Dr.    Beds,    late  Rcfi- 
denciary  of  Chichefier,  has  given  by  his  laft  Will 
the  Sum  of   tvio  hundred  and  fifty  Pounds  'a 
this  Society.     On  ^rit  21.    .704.' The  Arch- 
Deacon  of  London  rcporred,   That  James  CM 
of  the  Middle-Temple  Efqu  re,  lately  dcce.13'/ 


luul  oiven  by  his  Will,   a  Bcnefaclion  of  two 
liundreJ  Pounds  to  this  Society,  which  was  re- 
ceived from  his  Brother  and  Executor  Vir.  Henry 
Clerk'     And  Dr.  Thomas  J^lumc\  Arch-Deacon  ot 
(J{ochefier^  in  his  Lift  Will  and  Teftanicnt  pro- 
ved March  3.  1704.  gives  one  hundred  Pounds 
to  the  Corporation  for  Propagating  the  Gofpel 
beyond  Sea,  to  be  difpofed  of  by  them   accor- 
dinaly.  Which  laudable  Examples  of  Piety  and 
Charity  will  ( it  is  hoped  )  in  due  Time  be  fol- 
lowed by  other   good   Chriftians  departing  in 
Peace,  and  expecting  for  their  Reward  the  Gift 
of  God,  Eternal  Life.     Nor  ought  we  to  forget 
what  has  been  well  meant,  as  well  as  what  has 
been  eflTcdiually  done.  Some  confiderable  Qiian- 
cities  of  Land  in  the  Foreign  Plantations  have 
been  given  and  affigned  over  to  the  Ufe  and  Be- 
nefit of  the  Society.     Mr.  George  (Bond^  by  Let- 
ter to  the  Secretary  dated  December    12.  1702. 
ficrnified   his  Readinefs    to     perform    his  Pro- 
mife   made  to    Colonel  Colchejlery    of  convey- 
ing over  to  the  Society   his  Right  and  Title  to 
an  Eftate  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty    Acres  of 
Land  in  Virginia  :   But  upon  farther  Enquiry  the 
Title  was  found  dubious,  and  the  Matter  dropr. 
A  more  effectual  and  accepeable  Oblation  was 
made  by  Mr.  Serjeant  Hook^^  a  very  nfeful  Mem- 
ber of  the  Society,  who,  on  October   15.   170^ 

repor- 


imported  T  uc  he  having  made  a  Purchafc  oT 
Three  thou^nd  feven  hundred  and  fifty  Acres  of 
Land  .n  li  cjUJer/ey,  upon  Delaware  River,  he  had 
refolved  to  g.ve  the  tenth  Part  of  the  faid  Land 
as  a  Glebe  to  the  Church,  <rc.  For  which  Benc- 
ha,  n  he  received  thejuft  Thanks  of  the  So- 
c.ety  :  And  has  fct  a  very  honourable  Example 
of  Devofon  and  Charity  to  the  Purchafers  and 
Proprietors  f  Lands  in  all  our  Foreign  Plan- 
tations.  ° 

And  many  other  of  the  Queen's  faithful  Sub- 
jects  are  following  hrr  Royal  Example  of  Mu- 
nificence to  the  New  Churches  founded  in  thofc 
foreign  Parts.     In  a  late  monthly  Meeting  of 
the  Society  the  Lord  Biftop  of  London  repoFred 
That  her^  Majefty,  of  her  Princely  Grace  and 
Favour   had  been  pleas'd  Cthro'  his  Lordftip  s 
Hands )  to  allow  five  large  Church.Bibles,<:om- 
mon-Prayer-Books,  and  Books  of  Homiles,  as 
alfo  Pulpit  Cloths  Communion-Tablc  Cloths, 
Silver  Chahces  and  Patens  for  cich  of  the  five 
Churches  in  the  Government  of  Nm.Tori,  viz. 
tdampjieadmd  Jamaica  in  Loni-Jfland,  Weft-ckRer 
^e,  and  Stakn-IJlanl     So  far  may  the  Prophc' 

Chur"chnfVl"'5'"Sr°^'^  ^^  ^PP"^*^   ''^^' 
<^hurch  of  Chnft  anfing  in  America  ;  IGms  llall 

be    tly  nurftng    Fathers,    and  QJlEENS    thv 
mrftng  Mothers. 
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TA«v^.«f      §Jo.  The  Subfcriptions,  Gifts   and   Legi^ 
e^^^/;^"*^  cies  fo  made  to  the  Society,  have  enabled  them 
Affijance.    ^^  expend,  for  the  firft  Year,  Four  Hundred  Fifty 
Two  Tounds  Ten  Shillings  and  Nine^pence.    For  the 
fecond  Year,  Five  Huridred Seventy  Five  Tounds  SeVen 
Shillings  and  Four-pence,  For  the  third  Year,  Eight 
Hundred  Sixty  Four  Tounds  Five  Shillings  and  Two- 
pence.  And  for  the  laft  Year,  to  Midfummer  i/oj. 
the  Sum  of  One  Thoufand  Three  Hundred  Forty 
Three  Tounds   One  Shilling  and   Kine-pence  Half* 
peny.     And   if  their   Abilities    were    equal    to 
the   preffing  Occafions  of  Supply,  they  would 
continually  fend    over  more  Miffionaries,  both 
Itinerant  and  Refident:  They  would  contribute 
to  the  erecting  and  endowing  of  more  Church- 
es, and  Chappels,  and  Schools,  and  Libraries  5 
and  by  all   poffible  Ways  and   Means  would 
more  and   more  promote  the  Glory    of  God^ 
and  the  Good  of  Souls,  by  a  vigorous  Propaga- 
tion of  the  Gofpel  in  thofe  Foreign  Parts.  And 
therefore  we  humbly  defire,  and  carneftly  en- 
treat, and  for  the  Sake  of  the  Holy  Jefus,  whofe 
Gofpel  and  Work  it  is,  we  heartily  implore  the 
Aid  and  Afliftance  of  all  Chriftians,  who  have 
i>.wiiiisv  any  Concern  for  Chriftianity.  — -  "This  is  very 
u  gj.g^^  Charity  indeed,  the  greateft  Charity  we 
"can  (how  ;   It  is  Charity  to  the  Souls  of  Men, 
*'  to  the  Souls  of   a  great   many    of  our    own 
*^  People  in  thofe  Couatries,  who  by  this  may 
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*^  be  reform  d,  and  put  in  a  better  Way  of  Sal- 
^'  vation,  by  the  Ule  of  the  Means  of  Grace, 
• '  which  in  many  Places  they  very  much  wane : 
"  But  efpecially  this  may  be  a  great  Charity  to 
"  the  Souls  of  many  of  thofe  poor  Natives^  who 
^'  may  by  this  be  converted  from  chat  State  of 
''Barbarifm  and  Idolatry  in  which    they   now 
"  live,  and  be  brought  into  the   Sheepfold    of 
*'  our  bleffed  Saviour.  — We  ought  more  par- 
"  ticularly  to  lay  to  Heart,  the  Cafe  of  our  Plan- 
"  tations,  becaufe  we  receive  abundance  of  good 
'*  Things  from  them,  and  that  a  great  Part  of 
"  the  Trade  and  Riches  of  our  Kingdom  flow 
"  into  us  from  thence  —  This  is  an  Argument 
"  in  a  particular  Manner  to  be  addrefs'd  to  the 
*'  Confideration  of  this  great  City,   and  efpeci- 
"  ally  to  thofe   who  are  grown  Rich    by    the 
^'  Trade  of  the  Plantations.  —  The  little  Care 
^^  that  we  have  hitherto  taken  of  the  State  of 
"  Religion  in  thofe  Plantations  continues  a  (land- 
ing Reproach  both  upon  our  Church  and  Na- 
tion.    And  this  is  what  is  often  objected  to 
"  us,  by  thofe  of  the  Church  of    ^me.     We 
"  have  indeed  many  Things  to  fay  againft  their 
^'  way  of  managing  thefe  Matters,  and  in  Defence 
"of  our  felvesj   but  after  all,  I  am  forry  that 
"  we  can't  give  them  the  only  full   Anfwer  to 
*'  the  Objection,  which  is  the  Denial  of  the  Mat= 
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'*  ter  of  Fa<a.  - —  The   laft  ConfiJeration   f 
"  would  propofe,  is  this,  That  our  Zeal  for  the 
^*  Honour  of  our  blefled  Saviour,  and  of  his  Re- 
'*  iigion,  and  for  the  propagation  of   ic  in  the 
"World,  is   the  moft  likely  Way   to  fccure  his 
"  Bleffing  both  upon  €hurch  and  State j  and  to 
^ '  feeure  the  Continuance  of  the  Gofpel  both  to 
"  our  felves  and  our  Pofterity.     But  if  we  our 
"  felves  (how  that  we  have  no  Falue  for  our  Re- 
"  ligious  we  fliall  have  no  Reafon  to  wonder  if 
"  he  do  think  fie  to  take  it  away  from  us. 
Bij%pofS^'      "We  addrefs  our  felves  in  the  firft  Place,  to 
"  this  great  City,  and  to  the  feveral  Bodies  in  ic 
"  that  are  the  moft  concerned  in  thofe  Parts,  to  in- 
"  vice  them  to  join-  in  this  pious  and  charitable 
"  Undertaking.  Shall  I  need  to  ufe  any  Arguments 
"  in  a  Matter  that  is  fo  plain,  and  that  calls  fo 
'^  loudly  to  You  ?     Shall  I  tell  ycL,  what  Re- 
"proaches  are  caft  on  the  ^formation^  on  this 
^'  very  Account,  by  thofe  of  the  Church  of  d^owje, 
^^  who  tell  us  often  of  their  numerous  Miffions, 
^^and  more  numerous  Converts?     Shall  I  tell 
*'you,  what  we  have  otcen  heard,  as  a  Natio- 
*'  nal  Reflexion,    that  none  of  the  Proteftant 
"  Churches  have  been  fo  faulty  in  this  Refpe<5J:, 
"as  we  of  this    Church   and    Nation,   while 
^-  none  had  greater  Advantages  in  well  eftablifli- 
'^  ed  and  populous  Colonies,  and  in  the  vaft 


^  Returns  of  a  moft  advantageous  Trade.—  Let 
"  not  our  Plantations  themfelvcs  have  Caufe  to 
"  accufe  us,  that  while  they  are  hard  at  Work 
"  for  us,  and  while  their   Produftions  are   fo 
"  chargedj   that  they  have  but  a  fmall  Part  of 
'^  the  Gain  that  is  made  by  them,  fo  that  they 
"are  too  low  to  contribute   much   this  Way 5 
^' yet  that  thofe  among  us,  whofe  Dealings  with 
"  them  God  has  blefs'd  with  the  hundred-fold 
"  even  in  this  World,  are  backward  in  a/fifting 
"  them  in  their  fpiritual  Goncerns,  when  they 
"  are  beginning  to  offer  towards  it  themfelves, 
"even  beyond  their  Strength.  —  Let  thofe  who 
"  liave  a  true  Zeal  for  the  Honour  of  our  Church, 
"  contribute  to  raife  her  Glory,  which  has  been 
"  hitherto  too  little  advanced  this  Way,while  thofe 
"  who  divide  from  us  in  New-England^  feem  to 
"  have  provok'd  us  to  JealAifie  on  this  Account, . 
"  —  Let  not  the  Objedtions  that  may  be  made 
"  againft  the  Thing,  as  if  the  Defign  were  hope- 
"lefs,  and  muft  be  unfuccefsful,   fliut   up  any 
"  Man'l  Hand  or   his   Heart.     Things  of  this  ^ 
^'Nature  muft  goon  fiowly,    and  meet    with 
"great   Gbftru(ftions,    and    many    DiflSculties, 
''  chiefly  at  firft,  where  the  Work  is  foaccepca- 
"  bie  to  God,  and  more  than  ordinary  Bleffing 
"  may  be  well  looked  for,  if  we  be  not  wanting 
'^  on  our  Parr,  <6rc. 
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"This  great  and  difficult,  but  neceflary Un-^' 
''  dertaking,  ought  to  be  carried  on  by  all  ho- 
"neft  Ads  and  Endeavours  3  thofc    fupernaru- 
''  ral  Powers  which  attended  the  firft  Propagati- 
*^  on  of  the  Gofpel  have  long  been  withdrawn, 
"  and  it  were  Prefumption  to  look   for  them  : 
^'  And  therefore  we  muft  call  in  the  beft  Helps 
"  that  humane  Prudence  and   Induftry  will  af- 
^^  ford.     Every  Body  fliould  aflift  as  their  Cir- 
*'  cumftances  enable  'em,  and  the  Multiplicity 
"  of  Hands  help  to  lighten  the  Work.     To  this 
^'  End  the  late  King,  of  Bleffed  Memory,  Efta- 
''  bliffied  a   Society  with   proper  Powers,  and 
*'  invited  all  People  to  help  forward  and  pro- 
"  mote  the  Undertaking  :    And  the  Succefs  of  it 
"  has  already  been  fuch,  as    gives  reafonable 
*'  Hope  of  removing  the  Reproach  that  has  fo 
"  long  lain  upon  u^f  negleding  the  Affairs  of 
"  Religion  in  thofe  Parts  of  the  World.     They 
"  have  built  and  endowed  Churches  3  they  have 
fettled  Miniflers  in  feveral  Places,  where  there 
was  no  fuch  Thing  as  publick  Worfliipj  they 
"'  have  appointed  School-Mafters  for  the  Inflru- 
"  aion  of  Youth  3  and  are    going    on    to  an- 
"fwer  the  Demands  and  Neceffities  of  our  Co- 
"  Ionics,  and  the  feveral  Parts  of  them,  as  far  as 
"  the  certain  Fund  or  the  cafual  Acceffions  will 
"enable  'em. -k  may  be  eafily  imagin'd  how 
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"  great  the  Charge  muft  be  to  carry  on  this  Ba- 
"  finefs  in  any  Meafure  proportionable  to  the 
"  Extent  of  the  Province.  Men  of  Probity 
*'  and  competent  Abilities  ought  to  find  a  com- 
*'  fortabie  Subfiftance  when  rhey  go  fo  far  for  ii^ 
*'and  have  fo  many  other  Difficulties  to  ftrug- 
"gle  with.  And  'tis  fit  they  fhould  have  Books 
"  for  their  own  Ufe,  and  Catechifms  and  Books 
"  of  Devotion  to  diftribute  amon^ft  their  People. 

" And  if  it  be  confidered,  how  vaft  a  Traft 

"of  Ground  we  have  upon  the  Continent,  and 
how  many  Iflands  we  poflefs  with  Settlements 
of  leffer  Note  3  that  fome  of  them  have  no 
"  Mimfters  at  all,  that  none  of  them  have  fo 
"  many  as  their  Occafions  call  for :  It  would 
"  fright  one  to  think,  how  much  is  to  be  done, 

^^  and  how  little  there  is  to  do  it  withall. 

"  But  God,  whofe  Glory  is  fo  nearly  concerned; 
^^  will  not  fuffer  it  to  fail  for  Want  of  Supplies : 
"  He  will  difpofe  the  Good  and  Generous  to 
"  turn  Part  of  their  Charities  into  this  Channel : 
"  He  will  infpire  us  all  with  a  tender  Regard 
"  to  the  Spiritual  Neceffities  of  thefe  poor  Bre- 
"  thren,  by  whofe  daily  Labours,  the  flourifli- 
"  ing  Condition  of  this  Kingdom  is  in  fo  great 
^  2L  Meafure  fupported.  ™  To  bring  all  Nations 
"  under  the  Dominion  of  Chnft  ( this  new  dit 
^' covered  World,  as  well  as  that  which  former- 
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'My  engrofled  the  Name)  is  glorious  Employ- 
^'  mcnc   for  Heroick    Chriftians :  'Tis  a  Duty 
"  incumbent  upon  them,  and  'tis  that  which  God 
"  in  his  good  Time  will  certainly  bring  to  pafs. 
ii^foopof  ^       ^'  How  p?all  they  hear  without  a  Treacher  ^    And 
Sermon      '^  how  fljctll  they  pveach   except  they  be  fent  ?     And 
''  how  ftiall  they  be  fent,  without  they  be  fup- 
^'  plied  with  what  is  neceffary    for  their  Subfi- 
"  (lance  and    Encouragement  ?     And  how  can 
"  our  Charity  be  better  beftow'd,  than  to  have 
^^  }i\\QGQni\\ts  made  obedient  by  Word  and  Deed?" 
"We  fhould  add  Endeavours   to  our  Prayers, 
''  and  do  what  in  us  lies  for  the  accomplifliing 
"  of  fo  glorious  an  End.     Time  was,  when  the 
Inhabitants  of  this  Ifland  were  as  barbarous  as 
the  Indians  are  now :  Gentiles^  carried  away  un- 
"  to  dumb  Idolsy  even  as  they  were  led.     And  wc 
"  might  have  fo  continued  to  this  Day,  had  it  not 
"  been  for  the  fpecial  Favour  of  God,  and  the 
"  Induftry  of  thofe  Apoftolical   Perfons  as  St. 
"  !P^«/,  that  travelled  from  Jerufalein,  and  round 
^'  about  unto  lllyrictm^  unto  Spain,  and  even    to 
thefe  (B'itijh  Ifles,  fully  preached  the  Go/pel    af 
Chrijl,     And  fhould  not  we  be  moved  by  the 
^^  like  generous  Compaffion,  and  hearken  unto 
"  thofe,  that  with  the  Macedonian  Spirit  call  to 
^  .11S5  Co??ie  oyer  into  the  Indies ^  and  help  us. 
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"  Shall  we  not  do  what  in  us  lies,  by  fend- 
"  ing  or  being  fent  amongft  them,  by  ferving  or 
^^  providing  for  them  that  enter  upon  and  offer 
*^  themfelves  for  this  Service,  that  the  Eyes  of 
"  fuch  poor  Wretches  may  be  opened,  and  they 
*'  7nay  be  turned  from  Darlqiejs  to  Light y  and  from 
^^  the  ^ower  of  Satan  unto  God, 

§  J  I.  Thus  have  we  given  a  true  and  faithful Co«<:/«>w. 
Account  of  the  Conftitution  and  Proceedings 
of  the  Society  eftablidi'd  by  Royal  Charter 
for  the  propagation  of  the  Gojpel  in  Foreign  Tarts  5 
and  we  here  publiflii  it  to  the  World,  not 
for  Oftentation  of  what  has  been  done,  ( which 
is  little  or  nothing  in  Proportion  to  the  great 
Work )  but  to  (hew  what  a  Mighty  Truft  is  com-  ♦ 
aiitted  to  us  3  how  Sincerely  we  have  endea- 
voured to  difcharge  it  3  how  wiUing  we  are  to 
labour  in  the  Prolecution  of  it  3  and  how  much 
we  want  a  farther  Affiftance  and  Supply  from 
all  good  and  pious  Chriftians,  who  may  de- 
pend on  a  juft  Difpofal  of  their  Charity  in 
promoting  the  beft  Defign  in  the  World, 
that  of  the  Converfion  of  Souls,  by  the  Pro- 
pagation of  the  Gofpel.  Trofper  Thou  the 
Work,  0  Lord,  and  make  it  appear  to  be  the 
Work^  of  thy  Hands. 
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